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The District's work, through a collaborative effort
between many organizations, focuses on protecting,
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preserving and enhancing our waterways for the benefit
of citizens and our natural habitat throughout the region
for today and future generations. We care about clean
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quality of life for all.

Looking ahead: the future of our watershed
“Our watershed is a resource we must protect,” says Bill
Banks, a fervent advocate of the Fountain Creek watershed.
Last year, Bill took the helm as Executive Director of the
Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control & Greenway
District. Given the dual responsibilities of addressing flood
control and greenways, some of the District’s many goals
include enhancing water quality as well as the ability to
recreate in our waterways for improved quality of life.
Here, Bill Banks shares his vision for
the District and unveils upcoming
projects that will improve our
watershed – and enhance our
enjoyment of this precious resource.
The vision
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As Executive Director, Bill will assure
the District continues to take a
leadership role in securing and
preserving our watershed: a valuable
resource we must protect. “I want the
District to be a leader and coordinator
in this conversation, involving the
many voices and participants in
watershed discussions,” he says.
Bill points out that a surprising number
of organizations have a stake – and a
voice – in our watershed. This
includes multiple communities,
scientific organizations, water-use
organizations, agricultural
representatives, environmental
organizations and outdoor-use
advocates.

He underscores that we need the resources our watershed contains, pointing out a few
reasons why we all need a healthy watershed:
1. We need clean water to live – “Clean water impacts nearly every aspect of our lives;
it impacts how we live and why we live here,” Bill explains. “Clean water even helps to
retain your property value!”
2. We need a healthy watershed for recreation – “Greenspace is healthy for us, now
more than ever,” he says. “If we don’t care for our watershed – and it degrades – the
wildland areas throughout our watershed will degrade as well.”
3. Wildlife needs a healthy watershed – Bill cites two native species in our watershed
that are endangered: the Arkansas darter and the humpback chub. “Paying close
attention to endangered species helps us ‘measure’ the health of our watershed,” he
explains. “Meanwhile, we are addressing some highly aggressive, invasive plant
species. Along the creek, you see invasive species like Russian olive trees, tamarisk
and tall grasses called phragmites that choke waterways. A stand of phragmites can be
so thick and dense that I can throw myself against it and still not get through. Invasive
plants consume water and crowd out native plants. Our watershed is healthiest when
native plants dominate and, in turn, allow native wildlife to thrive.”
Upcoming District projects
“The District is continuing its work to
prevent loss of infrastructure as well as
farm fields and grazing areas resulting
from both erosion and sedimentation,” Bill
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says. “The District is committed to
bringing the creek back into harmony with
its environment, so it functions in a
healthful manner to convey the variety of
flows that pass through it, from monsoon
storms to late-summer base flows.”
This year, the District’s work will address
a variety of projects including these two:

The Hanson Trailhead Project – The District is partnering with El Paso County to
repair the trailhead and bridges at Hanson Nature Park, damaged when Fountain
Creek flooded in 2013 and again in 2015. Hanson Nature Park is part of Fountain
Creek Regional Park.
The Pueblo Levee Floodplain Project – An old, unused rail line and trestle located
near the confluence of Fountain Creek and the Arkansas River has created a “pinch
point” in the channel behind which, during storm flows, water backs up and endangers
nearby homes and recreational areas. The District will remove the old rail line, trestle,
ballast and earthwork in the affected area. This will allow the creek to flow naturally
and, during floods, water will flow unobstructed through the floodplain and into the
Arkansas River.
"I believe that understanding your
watershed – and how it works – allows
you to take ownership of your
watershed,” Bill says. “I encourage
everyone to spend a few minutes on
our website and learn more about the
Fountain Creek watershed, look at
maps, review reports and project
summaries and, I hope, gain knowledge
in a resource we must protect.” Further,
Bill encourages you to ask questions and get involved.
The District has many events that inform and enable you to get involved with the resource.
Bill welcomes questions about our watershed and the District’s role; call 719-428-6030
or FountainCkDist@gmail.com.

You're invited to take a survey
Each year we ask for your help in completing a survey on the
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Fountain Creek Watershed District. It takes only 5-7 minutes and
provides us with key data and information as we move forward in
2021.
Click HERE to take the survey now.
Survey deadline is Feb 3. Your feedback is important and helps
us to improve the watershed.

Thinking Spring
Article by Amy Brautigan, Watershed District Voiunteer

All seasons, especially here in the Fountain Creek Watershed,
have a special beauty. Winter, with her cold days of fleeting light
can seem bleak, but this time of darkness and quietude provides
a space for renewal for nature. Plants take a needed rest –
dormancy helps protect them from suffering from a lack of
adequate water or damage caused by water freezing within their
structures. As they go through the process of shedding leaves
and blooms, they are conserving energy, preparing for a season
of regrowth.
This is a great opportunity for people, too, to reflect, and to think about the coming season of
growth. We are already experiencing a gradual lengthening of the days; how can you best
prepare to make the most of Spring for your lawn and plants, when it arrives?
The Fountain Creek Watershed is fortunate to have periods
of moderate weather even during the winter. We can take
advantage of those days to lessen the sometimes
overwhelming project of prepping our outdoor spaces for
spring.
One thing you can do early on is to clean up your
yard. Twigs and other debris can be cleared away at this time. Late winter is also a good
time to prune your trees and bushes because problem areas are easier to see and to access
without leaves. You can contact one of the many arborists along the Front Range for expert
advice.
Those periods of warmer temperatures are also ideal for winter watering. Winter watering
can be done once or twice a month and should be done when the soil isn’t frozen and there
isn’t snow cover. Water during mid-day so the water can reach the roots before the cooler
nighttime temperatures. Trees, shrubs, grass, and certain perennials can all benefit from
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appropriate winter watering.
During the colder periods when yard-clearing and watering are not viable options, you can
also start planning your Spring landscape. Are there sections of your yard that can be
converted to water-wise or native garden areas? Native plants require less water and
maintenance as they are adapted to our local climate. They also attract pollinators. For
information and inspiration on water-wise landscaping, pay a visit to a local demonstration
garden. Resources can be found at the end of the article.
Are you considering container gardening for plants or
vegetables? Now is a good time to track down containers or
to build your own. Containers are good options for small
spaces such as balconies and patios and can be moved
around to make the most of the sun your area
receives. They can be placed at varying heights for visual
appeal and to reduce stooping or bending. They can also be
moved indoors, to a shed, or under a deck in the event of a
hailstorm.
You might start considering which vegetables you want to
plant, and which are best grown together. If you are starting from seed, you want to consider
when the average last freeze date is and begin backing up from there (many seeds would
optimally be started approximately six weeks before the last freeze). The last freeze date
varies throughout the watershed but averages between mid-April and mid-June.
With a little planning, your yard and gardens can be a haven for
wildlife, provide you with edible foods, and provide a respite from our
busy everyday lives. Here comes the Sun! (It’s all right!)
Local Waterwise/Xeriscape Demonstration Gardens:
Penrose Library Carnegie Public Demonstration Garden
Colorado Springs Utilities Demonstration Garden
Horticultural Art Society Gardens in Monument Valley Park, Colorado Springs
Meadow Ridge Park Playground, Colorado Springs
Pueblo West Xeriscape Demonstration Gardens
Southeastern Colorado Water Conservancy District in Pueblo
Online Resources:
Colorado State Extension office
Manitou Pollinator Project
Denver Butterfly Pavilion

Call for Volunteers
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Do you love our creeks and waterways? Have you been
interested in getting involved with watershed protection
but aren’t sure how?
We’re looking for Steering Committee members for the
8th annual Creek Week Cleanup happening this fall, and
to help with the Fountain Creek Brewshed Alliance.
There are opportunities for all ages and abilities - email
our Outreach Coordinator at creekweeksoco@gmail.com.

Partner Events
The second annual El Paso County
Friends Group Kickoff is February 4 at
6:30pm on Zoom!
Listen to Friends Groups and other area
organizations talk about their impact in
El Paso County Parks and learn how to
get involved with volunteer projects
across the County.
This community celebration of volunteer
groups is free and open to the
public. Registration is required as
space will be limited.
Click HERE to register.

Please continue to maintain social distancing and use common sense when engaging

COVID-19
Message

in outdoor recreation. Take advantage of the healing power of nature—in your own
backyard or on a walk. Just remember to follow local public health guidance and keep
six feet or more from others outside your family. Wash your hands with soap and water
once you return from your adventure. Getting outdoors, being in nature, and moving our
bodies is good for everyone!

UPCOMING MEETINGS
There will be opportunities to meet virtually with Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and
Greenway District Committees. CLICK HERE for more information.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - CLICK HERE
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Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control & Greenway District
Phone: 719-428-6030
Email: fountainckdist@gmail.com
Website: www.fountain-crk.org

Connect with us
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