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The District's work, through a collaborative effort
between many organizations, focuses on protecting,
preserving and enhancing our waterways for the benefit
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of citizens and our natural habitat throughout the region
for today and future generations. We care about clean

You are receiving this enewsletter because
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ability to fish and recreate in our waterways for improved
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quality of life for all.

Wildfires & Watersheds: New science
brings new insights
Eventually, the efforts of our firefighters and winter storms will extinguish the raging wildfires
in Colorado. Even while some areas are still smoldering, hydrologists may carefully enter
burn areas to gather soil samples. Why? Because post-fire erosion and sedimentation directly
impact our state’s watersheds and water quality.
How do wildfires impact our
watersheds?
This seemingly straightforward question
actually has a variety of answers, and some
are quite complex. First, here are the more
evident issues:
Fire retardants enter our streams,
which degrades water quality.
The soil in a burn area can become
hydrophobic – it actually repels water!
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This increases surface runoff and
erosion and can lead to devastating
mudslides, flash floods and debris
flows that dump soil, rocks and trees
into our streams and reservoirs.
These water-driven incidents
endanger our citizens and significantly
impact water quality for wildlife and
people.

According to a recent article published by
Eos.org, new science is revealing a variety of
risks to surface water after a wildfire. For
example, after two large fires in California,
environmental engineers identified benzene
(a known carcinogen) and other volatile
organic compounds (VOCs) in the drinking
water distribution network where wildfires
had overtaken communities, burning houses
and plastic pipes.
Wildfires in areas that are predominantly wilderness – such as the foothills of Pikes Peak –
present another set of challenges for watersheds. The article points out that different trees
release different metals when burned. Ponderosa pines might release iron, manganese and
other metals absorbed from the soil and air; aspen and spruce trees might emit lead and
copper. Scientists are studying this ash and sediment’s geochemical reactions in water to
more clearly understand the impact to water quality.
Clearly, the type of burn area – wilderness with vegetation or a
community with structures – will impact runoff and water quality.
Here is an additional consideration: Is the fire behavior
considered extreme, as with Colorado’s Cameron Peak Fire and
East Troublesome Fire?
We can continue to expect “extreme fire behavior”
In a recent statement, Monte Williams, the forest supervisor for
Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests, said: “The number of
large fires and extreme fire behavior we are seeing on our forests
this year is historic.” In fact, according to the U.S. Forest Service,
the wildfire-management environment has profoundly changed
over the last few decades:
The fire season lasts longer.
Fires are larger and, on average, burn more acres each year.
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Fire behavior is more extreme.
To address these challenges, the Forest Service and its many partner organizations –
including the Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control & Greenway District – are
collaborating to support a Wildland Fire Management Strategy in which a key component is
creating “fire-adapted communities.”
In a fire-adapted community, residents are knowledgeable about the risks of wildfire and
engaged in wildfire mitigation efforts. This means everyone in the community – including
individual homeowners – actively participates in mitigation projects. This reduces the impact
of wildfire and helps to protect our watershed.
We can ALL help. Here’s how…
When you participate in mitigation efforts – at your home, neighborhood, and public lands –
you are contributing to a fire-adapted community. The many benefits include improved public
safety, water quality, restored wildlife habitat and a healthy creek system. Click HERE for tips
from Firewise USA to help protect your home from wildfire.

Virtual Wild & Scenic Film Festival
Get Your Tickets TODAY!
The Watershed District is partnering with the Trails
and Open Space Coalition to co-host the first ever,
Virtual Wild and Scenic Film festival, Thursday
December 3, at 5 p.m. Get your tickets here.
This virtual event is a compilation of 10 short films on
water, sharing stories from around the world on communities working to improve their
waterways. Hosted by local Fox 21 TV personality Lauren McDonald, viewers will learn about
the work of the District and TOSC here locally and how they can get involved in between
some great films. There are 3 options for pricing:
Individual/Household, $15 includes ticket link, 1 door prize
ticket
Cheers! Package, $30 includes ticket link, 1 free crowler of
beer from Peaks n Pines or Brass breweries, and 2 door prize
tickets
Supporter Package, $100 includes ticket link, 1 free crowler of
beer from Peaks n Pines or Brass breweries, and 5 raffle
tickets
Door prizes are for swag from National sponsors including: Sierra Nevada Brewery, Kleen
Kanteen, Peak Design, Earth Justice, and Hipcamp. Get your tickets here.

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-details/details/activity/a768a35c-4e82-406a-b93f-b6bbdc7cb1aa

Page 3 of 9

11/25/20, 10:01 AM

Virtual Wild & Scenic Film Festival
Film Preview: Hat Creek, A Wild Trout Legacy
Filmmaker Michael E. Wier
shares the story dating back
50 years of Hat Creek, a
pristine trout fishery that began
declining in the 1980’s. The
creek became laden with
sediment which impacted the
fishing, as well as the local
economy.
A group of fishermen recognized the value of their local creek, and the need to restore it.
Eroding banks, sediment deposits, invasive species and noxious weeds are impairing the
health of the waterway.
A restoration project was initiated, which utilizes
woody debris to stabilize banks and provide fish
habitat. Five thousand native plants would be
installed, and recreational connections were
included in the project as well.
A description of an innovative partnership between
Tribal leadership and youth in the region
incorporates riparian and cultural education about the plants and is another success that
came out of the restoration project.
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This 13-minute film shows beautiful footage of prime trout habitat in California and proves that
a group of committed passionate people can restore a creek. We believe this is possible with
our waterways too, and that is what we are working on.
Wier comments, "California trout was founded on the banks of Hat Creek. It was the first wild
trout project and really where the ethics of catching release fly fishing and wild trout
management were born and we are still there today, stewarding this amazing springfed river
and wild trout resource. This latest round of restoration is just a kind of action we like, multiple
stakeholder projects that engage the landowners, local tribes, fisherman, conservationist and
help bring money to a local economy while achieving conservation goals and improving
conditions for wild fish and a myriad of other native plants and wildlife. It’s a winning combo
for everyone and a great model we try to carry on throughout the work we do."
Discover more about our projects at www.fountain-crk.com and register for the Film
Festival here.

What is vegetation management?
Vegetation management refers to the ongoing process
of thinning and removing the natural vegetation
surrounding your home – and it’s key to improving your
home’s survivability in case there’s a wildlife.
The Colorado Springs Fire Department’s Wildfire
Mitigation web page recommends creating at least 15
feet of separation immediately around your house. Also,
thin and remove vegetation to a minimum of 30 feet (but do not extend beyond your property
line). Of course, you can manage the vegetation beyond 30 feet up to your property line.
Clearcutting is NOT recommended.
Follow these vegetation management tips to create a
defensible space – and improve your home’s chances
of surviving a wildfire:
1. Remove dead, diseased and weakened trees.
2. Prune lower tree branches to a height no more than
1/3 the tree’s height.
3. Do not use the area under decks for storage.
4. Keep grass and weeds mowed to a maximum
height of 4 inches.
5. Store firewood at least 15 feet away from your house and decks.
6. Remove pine needles, leaves and debris from the ground
Click HERE for more vegetation management tips.
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Rake it Up!
Protect Our Waterways from Leaf Litter
Yes, leaves are litter too. Many people think of leaves as
natural debris, but when they flow through storm drains
and into local waterways, they become a big problem.
As leaf litter decays, it releases nutrients that fuel the
growth of algae that can cover surfaces of lakes, deplete
oxygen, and harm fish and plants. Keeping those leaves
out of the storm drains helps keep our lakes and rivers
clean and clear.
Please do not rake or blow leaves into the street. Did you know that leaves are key elements
in “black gold” or compost? Instead of buying compost for your yard projects you can make
your own! See this article from CSU-Extension on composting.
You can also opt to support local businesses. They will pick up your leaves, yard and
vegetable scraps and return the finished compost to you. Contact: Brown's Greens, and Soil
Cycle

Conversations with Brewers on Water,
the Environment and Beer
The Fountain Creek Brewshed® Alliance is a program of the Fountain
Creek Watershed Flood Control and Greenway District. The Alliance’s
goal is to engage citizens in conversations and actions that will lead to
water protection and enhancement, connecting our communities to the
shared values of healthy watersheds and locally made beer through
education and events. The group consists of water resource and craft
brewing industry professionals
Recently, we had the chance to speak with Jade Newton, General Manager, BRASS Brewing
Co.
How and why did you get involved in the Fountain Creek Brewshed Alliance?
Brass Brewing Co. got involved with the Colorado Brewshed Alliance to support their initiatives to increase
awareness of water conservation and quality issues and how they affect the end product in the craft
beer industry. We want to be a part of educating and appreciating our great water here in Colorado. We are
lucky to be a Headwaters state, with water that begins in the high country being utilized by 19 other states.

What's your brewing history or background? Why did you become a brewer, and why
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did you select Colorado Springs?
I started out brewing at home in the early 2000's. I volunteered at a brewery in my free time and
eventually transitioned into a fulltime commercial brewing career. I chose Colorado Springs due to its larger
market and more competitive salary range.

Are there any “best practices” in terms of conservation, water quality, or other “green”
initiatives you have learned from other brewers or that you would like to share?
Being a smaller brewery, we tend to focus on the conservation aspects of things.

What are the biggest challenges brewmasters face in regards to creating a quality
product from quality ingredients?
Consistency is the biggest challenge brewers face in creating a quality product, and that begins first and
foremost with water quality. This is why we must focus on water conservation through efficiency and keep
promoting healthy watersheds to keep being able to utilize Colorado’s clean water.

You and your brewery have joined the Brewshed Alliance. Is it safe to assume you
prioritize water conservation and water quality efforts? If so,what would you like your
patrons to understand about these efforts?
We would like to show them how important initial water quality is to the end-product poured into their glass.
Without clean mountain-sourced water, our product would not be the same!

What do you wish residents and visitors to the Fountain Creek Watershed knew about
your challenges, successes or processes, especially in terms of the environment and
water quality?
That our success in creating a quality product goes hand in hand with the Brew Shed Alliances efforts to
raise awareness of water protection and enhancement issues. This is why Creek week and the overall
program have been great to shed light on what our customers and Colorado Springs residents because we
are ALL in this together to keep our water clean!

Can you share any thoughts about Creek Week – past, present, or future?
We have enjoyed participating in Creek Week. Not only has this given the ability to learn, grow, and
appreciate our precious water, but it has let us educate our customers as well since water is the main
ingredient of beer. During Creek Week it is always fun to have the stickers and coasters out for patrons to
take, which most of the time many will ask and we are able to educate to further promote the Fountain Creek
Brewshed Alliance.

If you know of a Colorado craft brewery or taphouse that would like to be part of the
Brewshed® Alliance, or are interested in volunteering at events, email us
at: creekweeksoco@gmail.com

Hey Parents & Teachers
 ree Educational Resources for your kids!
F
We recognize that our communities are facing many obstacles and constant changes, and we
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hope you are managing a bit of work-life harmony as you are able. If you have kids at home,
you are likely on the lookout for resources to “edu-tain” them…we are here for you!
There is a plethora of engaging educational projects available on our website:
Our series of Fact Sheets is a great place to find
reading material to gain a better understanding of
watershed health – good for students in grades 4+ and
adults too!
Looking for an interesting topic to study? Try Pet
Waste. Our Scoop the Poop project page has
information and links on this icky yet important subject.
Interested in keeping our environment clean? We are a
proud partner of the Care for Colorado Coalition,
working to protect the amazing places where we live and recreate. Check out their fun
video series.
We are proud to work with so many partners across the watershed to put on a Children’s
Water Festival. Unfortunately we were not able to host the event due to COVID-19, but there
are a treasure trove of fun activities for virtual learning on the City of Colorado Springs’
Water Festival Page. Here are some of our favorites:
A list of water related books available at the Pikes Peak Library District
Follow H2O Joe on a ride through the storm drain in this 8 minute fun video
An easy follow along video on how a watershed works

Please continue to maintain social distancing and use common sense when engaging

COVID-19
Message

in outdoor recreation. Take advantage of the healing power of nature—in your own
backyard or on a walk. Just remember to follow local public health guidance and keep
six feet or more from others outside your family. Wash your hands with soap and water
once you return from your adventure. Getting outdoors, being in nature, and moving our
bodies is good for everyone!

UPCOMING MEETINGS
There will be opportunities to meet virtually with Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and
Greenway District Committees. CLICK HERE for more information.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - CLICK HERE

Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control & Greenway District
Phone: 719-428-6030
Email: fountainckdist@gmail.com

Connect with us
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Website: www.fountain-crk.org
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