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The District's work, through a collaborative effort
between many organizations, focuses on protecting,
preserving and enhancing our waterways for the benefit
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of citizens and our natural habitat throughout the region
for today and future generations. We care about clean
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quality of life for all.

Trash in our watershed: A call to action

Why we ALL need to pick up trash to protect our watershed.
Have you noticed more litter at parks and busy trailheads? Partly that’s because many trashpickup events in our region have been canceled due to COVID-19 concerns. Consequently,
trash is accumulating at an alarming rate.
How does trash impact our watershed?
“It’s simple,” says Jerry Cordova, Stormwater Specialist with the City of Colorado Springs.
“Anything on the land will end up in our waterways. “If you take your dog for a walk, you will
hopefully scoop the poop. If you see a candy wrapper – and you don’t pick it up – that litter will
end up in a storm drain, which empties into one of our creeks.” Some trash carries toxins,
which impact water quality. Meanwhile, bulky trash can cause clogs, which can lead to
erosion and flooding. And, of course, all trash degrades the natural beauty of the landscape.
But most litter eventually breaks down,
right? Wrong!
This is a common misconception. Cordova
clears up three murky topics:
Cigarette filters – They are plastic
(not paper and cotton) and are not
biodegradable. Plus, water leaches
toxins from cigarette butts, which can
be deadly to aquatic life.
Plastics – When food wrappers,
plastic bags, pop bottles and other
types of plastic enter our creeks, they
do not degrade. Instead, they break into smaller and smaller pieces called
microplastics. When fish, birds and mammals ingest microplastics, the indigestible
material and toxins can be deadly. In addition, toxins can accumulate in the organisms
that have ingested them and be passed up the food chain.
Pet waste – “People assume dog poop is natural, like bear scat, and shouldn’t be a
problem,” Cordova says. “In reality, there are two worrisome issues.
First, dogs are carnivores, and the protein they eat (and deposit) can contain E.
coli bacteria.
The second issue is density. Compare the vast number of dogs in our region to
just a few bears.”
This data offers more insight: The Food and Drug Administration estimates that
a dog excretes 0.75 pounds of waste per day. That could equate to 400 pounds
of pet waste per year per household!
Everyone needs to step up – and pick it up.
“We can all do something simple,” Cordova says, “just pick it
up!” He adds, “Little choices make big differences. Every
little piece of trash you pick up helps to make a big
difference locally and downstream.”
Pick a challenge to pick up trash!
1. Participate in Creek Week (Sept. 26-Oct. 4) In previous years, Creek Week
volunteers have picked up well over 20 tons of litter. Learn more at
www.FountainCreekWeek.com. Registration opens in early September for public
cleanups, and Crew Leaders will be able to register their private events too. Jim
Kirchner, Stormwater Inspector for the City of Pueblo, is helping to coordinate Creek
Week cleanup around Runyon Lake September 26th. He notes that the planning team
is focusing on safe cleanup with small groups, masks, gloves and physical distancing.
2. Fill a big bag in a day – When your family goes to a park, grab a large trash bag and
some hand sanitizer. How quickly can you fill the bag? You’ll be shocked!
3. Take a small bag on every walk or ride – Every time you walk, hike or ride your bike,
pick up some litter. Remember every little piece makes a BIG difference.

7th Annual Creek Week Cleanup
Save the Date
The 7th annual Creek Week Cleanup , September 26 - October 4 has
grown to be Colorado’s largest watershed-wide litter cleanup event,
happening each fall from Palmer Lake to Trinidad and beyond.
This is an education/outreach/action program of the Fountain Creek
Watershed Flood Control and Greenway District and its many
community partners.
Cleanups can take place at any public park, trail, open space, or private lands with permission
(churches, businesses, etc.) in the Fountain Creek Watershed. Your site does not have to be
near a waterway, as pollution easily makes its way from the land to the water.
We do this because litter is ugly. It can clog storm
sewer systems, release pollutants into our water,
harm wildlife, negatively impact our local
economies, and be a safety hazard.
We have a responsibility to ourselves and our
downstream neighbors to do our part and protect
the health of our shared watershed. Plus it’s fun,
easy, a great way to give back to your community,
and you can make a huge impact in a short
amount of time.
Anyone and everyone can participate in a Creek Week Cleanup! From preschoolers to
seniors, churches to businesses, neighborhoods to sports teams. We will be encouraging
smaller group efforts (25 and under) and social distancing this year, but cleanups can still be
done, and are much needed.
Ways to get involved with Creek Week:
Participate in our Virtual 5K Run Up to
Creek Week Fundraiser September 4-14.
Visit our website in September to
register for public cleanup events.
Consider being a Crew Leader and
coordinating a cleanup. Your cleanup
can be open to the public, or a private
event for you and your Crew members.
Invite a speaker from the Watershed
District to your next virtual meeting. We
have a 20 minute general overview
presentation and we would love to hear from you!
For questions about Creek Week, contact Alli Schuch, Watershed Outreach Coordinator at
creekweeksoco@gmail.com.

New: "Run Up to Creek Week"
Virtual 5K Walk/Run

Can't wait for Creek Week to get here? We know the feeling!
The first Virtual 5K "Run up to Creek Week" will take place at your
own pace, on your own time, and at your own location running from
September 4 - 14.
** Runners and walkers can register at
www.fountaincreekweek.com anytime before September 14th but the event is limited
to the first 150 registrants.**
It's a great way to support our cleanups, try out ' plogging,' and get some
great swag in return! Here's all the cool stuff you'll get for your $30
donation: a Creek Week buff, racing bib, 2 trash bags, a Creek Week
button and discounts at four local breweries, and, this one-of-a-kind
finisher's medal from Techwears made from a circuit board and recycled
signs from Downtown Partnership.
Get outside, be active, and support Creek Week!

Digging into Data during Creek Week
During this year’s 7th annual Creek Week Cleanup
event, we are emphasizing the importance of data
collection through the use of two free apps: iNaturalist
and CleanSwell. Cleanup crews will be strongly
encouraged to use either or both apps to collect data
that will not only provide important information for
future Creek Week Cleanups but also the greater
scientific community.
iNaturalist is a citizen science project built on the
concept of mapping and sharing observations of
biodiversity across the globe. Observations are
photos of any plants and animals uploaded to the app
including date, time, and location. These observations are then used as data to help map
biodiversity and identify the presence of non-native species that may be negatively impacting
a specific natural area.
The CleanSwell app collects data specifically on the trash you collect during your cleanup.
This data is uploaded to the Ocean Conservancy’s global ocean trash database and used by
researchers and policy-makers to inform solutions. This information can help create more
effective solutions to keep our watershed healthy.

Data in Action
This past July, the City of Colorado Springs
Parks and Recreation Department facilitated a
BioBlitz - an outing where scientists of all types
and experience levels used the iNaturalist app
to collect data on the surrounding environment.
The BioBlitz was held at Jimmy Camp Creek,
and there were 580 total observations, 291

species, and of those species, 67 of them had
not previously been reported at this site before!
The ability to collect such data during the
BioBlitz showcased the biodiversity of the park.
This creates a greater chance that properties
such as Jimmy Camp, Corral Bluffs, etc., can
be protected for years to come, and we are
excited to offer this data collecting opportunity
to our Creek Week Crews. Plus it's a great
activity for the kids!
Learn more about these data collection tools at www.fountaincreekweek.com

Spotlight: Take a Fountain Creek road trip
Like a pirate’s treasure chest, the Fountain Creek watershed offers hidden gems, golden
sunsets and other riches. Traveling south to north, discover some of our watershed’s
recreational and leisure treasures!
1. Fountain Creek Trail (Pueblo) – Walk or ride this 4.6-mile trail paralleling Fountain
Creek until its confluence with the mighty Arkansas River. The trail connects to an
extensive trail system that includes Pueblo’s Historic River Walk. LEARN MORE.
2. Clear Spring Ranch – Hear birds chirping and Fountain Creek bubbling in this
quiet 970-acre park south of the City of Fountain. Whether hiking, biking or horseback
riding here on the Front Range Trail, you’ll appreciate the long views and wide-open
spaces. LEARN MORE.
3. Fountain Creek Regional Park & Nature Center – As you walk the creek-side trails,
be sure to look up for great birdwatching and look down to discover turtles, muskrats
and other critters. LEARN MORE.
4. Willow Springs Ponds & Fishing Area – Picnic tables, shade and a chance to
catch bluegill and channel catfish. Now that’s living! LEARN MORE.
5. Sinton Pond Open Space – Truly a hidden gem, enjoy 13 acres of riparian
vegetation, a lovely pond and quietude. (The Pikes Peak Greenway Trail
connects with the Sinton Trail.) LEARN MORE.
6. Pikes Peak Greenway Trail – Walk portions or cruise along this 18-mile trail by
bike. Enjoy a picnic at Pikeview Reservoir, Monument Valley Park or America
the Beautiful Park. LEARN MORE.

Willow Springs pond

Fountain Creek pond

These are just a few of the reasons why the Fountain
Creek Watershed Flood Control and Greenway District
exists – helping to protect and enhance these assets
and recreational treasures for our enjoyment and for the
benefit of future generations.

Clear Spring Ranch

Conversations with Brewers on Water,
the Environment and Beer
The Fountain Creek Brewshed® Alliance is a
program of the Fountain Creek Watershed Flood
Control and Greenway District. The Alliance’s goal is
to engage citizens in conversations and actions that
will lead to water protection and enhancement. The
group consists of water resource and craft brewing
industry professionals connecting our communities to
the shared values of healthy watersheds and locally
made beer through education and events.
We recently had the opportunity to talk with Darren Baze, co-owner and head brewer of Goat
Patch Brewing, Colorado Springs.
How and why did you get involved in the Fountain Creek Brewshed Alliance?
We got involved with the Brewshed Alliance to learn more about the water sources used in
making our local beers and to engage with our community through education and events that
help protect our natural resources.
What's your brewing history or background? Why did you become a brewer, and why
did you select Colorado Springs?
I moved to the Springs in 2001 and was asked to help bottle at Bristol one day in 2003. That's
how I kind of stumbled into brewing.
Are there any “best practices” in terms of
conservation, water quality, or other “green”
initiatives you have learned from other brewers or that
you would like to share?
We use the same standard practices as most other
breweries to conserve water. Mainly, we recycle the water
we run through the heat exchanger to cool the hot water and use it for cleaning at the end of
the day. We try to clean multiple tanks at the same time.
What are the biggest challenges brewmasters face in regards to creating a quality
product from quality ingredients?
Sourcing quality ingredients is becoming increasingly difficult as more demand creates
temporary shortages on some of the more popular ingredients.
You and your brewery have joined the Brewshed Alliance. Is it safe to assume you
prioritize water conservation and water quality efforts? If so,what would you like your
patrons to understand about these efforts?
Absolutely! Beer is 90% water, so caring for that resource is incredibly important.

What do you wish residents and visitors to the
Fountain Creek Watershed knew about your
challenges, successes or processes, especially in
terms of the environment and water quality?
It takes a lot of water to brew great beer. It requires
more water to properly clean and sanitize our equipment
than is in the beer itself, so decreasing water usage
when possible not only helps the environment but also
our bottom line.
Can you share any thoughts about Creek Week – past, present, or future?
This is our third year participating in Creek Week and we have been amazed to see how the
community comes together each year to help clean up and protect our waterways.
Do you know of a Colorado craft brewery or taphouse that wants to be a part of the
Brewshed® Alliance? Interested in volunteering at events? Email us
at: creekweeksoco@gmail.com

Watershed District joins
Statewide Stewardship Coalition
We are pleased to announce our new partnership with the
Colorado Tourism Office and Leave No Trace Center for
Outdoor Ethics – the Care for Colorado Coalition. The goal
of this partnership is to inspire Colorado residents and
visitors to protect Colorado’s special places.
A toolkit has been developed with resources we can use and
share through our outreach efforts. Here’s a great video that
highlights the seven Care for Colorado
Principles: https://www.colorado.com/videos/carecolorado.
You can find additional information on our website.

Get Schooled about Watersheds
It is a stressful time, especially for families with children. Keeping them entertained, figuring
out a plan for school – it is overwhelming. The Watershed District has several resources and
opportunities available for “edu-taining” learners of all ages:
Visit www.fountain-crk.com
Watershed fact sheets
Scoop the Poop pet waste information
Clean water tips
Visit www.fountaincreekweek.com/educator-resources
Links to our Creek Week government and nonprofit partners
Ideas for plastic pollution reduction
Activities for the classroom or at home including a Water Warrior Activity Book
Invite us to speak!
Watershed education interactive programs can be tailored to any age level
In person (indoors or outside) or virtually via Zoom

Below: Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and Greenway District outreach with Concrete Couch summer campers

COVID-19
Message

Please continue to m aintain social distancing and use common sense
when engaging in outdoor recreation. Take advantage of the healing
power of nature—in your own backyard or on a walk. Just remember
to follow local public health guidance and keep six feet or more from
others outside your family. Wash your hands with soap and water
once you return from your adventure. Getting outdoors, being in
nature, and moving our bodies is good for everyone!

UPCOMING MEETINGS
There will be opportunities to meet virtually with Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and
Greenway District Committees. CLICK HERE for more information.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - CLICK HERE

Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control & Greenway District
Phone: 719-428-6030
Email: fountainckdist@gmail.com
Website: www.fountain-crk.org
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