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Fountain Creek
Chronicles

The District's work, through a collaborative effort
between many organizations, focuses on protecting,
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preserving and enhancing our waterways for the benefit
of citizens and our natural habitat throughout the region
for today and future generations. We care about clean
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quality of life for all.

cleanup.

Know before you go: Be aware of restrictions
before heading out for summer fun
“Summertime, and the livin' is easy.” So goes the famous song penned by George Gershwin
and DuBose Heyward in 1934. July’s bright, summertime days lure us outdoors. And after a
difficult spring, we’re ready to take full advantage of the many recreational opportunities in the
Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and Greenway District.
However, due to COVID-19, new rules may be in place regarding reservations, parking, pets,
and more. The livin’ CAN be easy! Just take time to get important updates before heading
out to bike, hike, fish, paddleboard, or kayak in our watershed.
Good news: We’ve done some research for you!
Pikes Peak – America’s Mountain – Due to construction on the summit and limited parking,
there’s a good chance you’ll need to ride the complimentary shuttle. Masks are required on
the shuttles. Click HERE for details.
Paddleboarding throughout the region – From Lake
Pueblo State Park to Rampart Reservoir, there are a
surprising number of opportunities to enjoy stand-up
paddleboarding in our watershed. Click HERE for
details.
North Slope Recreation Area – Due to limited parking
near the North and South Catamount Reservoirs, a free
parking pass is required. Some spots can be reserved online, while some are on a spaceavailable basis. Once the parking lots are full, the Catamount gate will be closed until visitors
leave and parking becomes available. No parking pass is required for the Crystal Reservoir
parking lot. Click HERE for details.
South Slope Recreation Area – Use of this area is by permit only. Plan to purchase your
day-use permit online, since they are not available on site. The fee is $20 per vehicle, with up
to 8 people per vehicle. McReynolds Reservoir is undergoing safety-related repairs, and the
water level is low. Good news: Mason Reservoir is open, and it’s a great alternative for
anglers. Click HERE for details.
Peddle boating at the Pueblo Riverwalk – What a
great way to celebrate a birthday or enliven a family
reunion! The Pueblo Riverwalk rents peddle boats for
groups of 2-4 from the same household. Click HERE
for details and to make the required reservation.
Hiking and biking our watershed’s greenways – In
Colorado Springs, the Pikes Peak Greenway Trail is a
north-west trail known by different names, including the Santa Fe Regional Trail. This lengthy
trail runs from the Air Force Academy to the City of Fountain. Keep walking or riding south,
and you’ll be on the Fountain Creek Regional Trail in El Paso County. Click HERE for
details.
In Pueblo, the Fountain Creek Trail is 4.6-miles long and follows its namesake creek through
the northeastern neighborhoods. Click HERE for details.

Spotlight: Insider tips for great summer fishing
An avid angler, Alan Peak loves fly fishing in our
diverse watershed. Alan is vice president of Pikes
Peak Chapter, Trout Unlimited and has always
been careful to fish waterways that are open to the
public – and to fish ethically.
We asked Alan about his favorite fishing spots.
First, he emphasized this important point: “Fishing
along Fountain Creek from above Manitou Springs
and downstream is too warm right now,” he says.
“Trout need good oxygenated water. In summer, there is less oxygen in the warm water. The
fish are stressed, and it wouldn’t be ethical to fish at these lower elevations – not even catchand-release.”
The good news? “There are many places in the Fountain Creek Watershed that are ethical to
fish and are well stocked,” he adds. “For great fishing, head to the higher, cooler, cleaner
waters that our mountain and foothills provide.”
Looking for a great catch?
Young and experienced anglers will enjoy catchand-keep fishing at North and South Catamount
Reservoirs, stocked with an abundance
of brook, brown, cutbow, cutthroat, lake, and
rainbow trout.
Looking for less-explored “fishing holes”?
Alan suggests these destinations:
1.
Mason Reservoir – Purchase a day-use permit and experience the wonders of the
secluded, high-altitude South Slope Recreation Area.
2.
Rosemont Reservoir State Wildlife Area – The fishing is good, but the road is bad!
Alan recommends an all-wheel-drive vehicle. The rough road is worth it for brook trout,
rainbow trout, and splake (a hybrid trout). Before you go, check with experienced anglers
about the water quality.
3.
The “secret” spot – What is Alan’s ONE favorite fly fishing spot on Pikes Peak,
sporting large brook and cutthroat trout? He won’t tell! But with just a bit of research, he says,
you can discover this for yourself. Hint: You’ll have to hike in, but it’s worth it!

Discover My Watershed video series
The Fountain Creek Watershed District is thrilled to
kick off our ‘ Discover My Watershed ’ video
series. During this unprecedented time, it is
important for our community to stay connected with
our local watershed and outdoor spaces.
The video series provides community members with
a safe virtual look into several creeks throughout the
watershed. Each video in the series will touch on an
additional issue or aspect of that week’s highlighted
creek such as pollution, access to trails, or wildlife habitat.
A new ‘Discover My Watershed’ video will be released
every other Friday running from July to mid-October.
This new project could not have been possible without
the help and collaborative efforts from our friends at
Trails & Open Space Coalition (TOSC) . Make sure to
check out their #GetOutSpreadOut video campaign in
which they feature various and parks to combat
overcrowding in our outdoor spaces.
Our first video of the series premiered Friday, July 3
featuring Cottonwood Creek and highlighting issues of
trash pollution and pet-waste both along the creek as
well as on the adjacent Cottonwood Creek Trail and Cottonwood Creek Park. We hope you
enjoy this new way of connecting with your watershed!
The ‘Discover My Watershed’ videos can be found on our official Youtube channel. Links to
each week’s video will be posted on all of our social media platforms. Follow us on Facebook
Instagram | Twitter | YouTube to check out our weekly #WatershedWednesday posts!

2020 Photo Contest
The Fountain Creek Watershed District 2020 Photo
Contest wrapped up July 15 and with 24 participants and
just about 100 photos, we are thrilled to have received so
many magnificent submissions that emphasize the beauty
and diversity of our watershed district.
Our winning photos and honorable mentions do a great job
highlighting how a single watershed district can look
drastically different through seasonal change or time of
day. A big thank you goes out to the Citizens Advisory
Group (CAG) for taking on the difficult task of voting for the
winning photos.
The winning photographers will receive gift certificates for use at the Brewshed Alliance
brewery or taphouse! Winning photos will be featured on our social media pages ( Facebook
, Instagram and Twitter ) and future watershed initiatives. The photos can be found on the
website . Thank you to all who participated!

2020 Photo
Contest Winners
The 2020 Photo Contest
congratulates first place winner
Kenneth Graham with Sunset
over Fountain Creek Nature
Center taken in Fountain, CO.

Third place - Reid Brophy with
biking under tunnels along the Santa
Fe trail right next to the creek.

Second place - Sunniye Buesing with
Golden Delight taken at Fountain
Creek Nature Center.

Honorable mention - James Van Hoy
with Colorful Reflections taken at
Fountain Creek

Honorable mention - Isaac Brisk with
his photo of a heron over the creek.

The 7th Annual Creek Week Activities
Have you noticed trash around your community and want to
do something about it? Do you feel sad or angry when you
see garbage left at a park, or floating down the creek?
Are you looking to get outside with your family or a few
friends and make a difference? Look no further: Creek
Week 2020 is coming soon! We’ll supply a Cleanup Kit, and
you get to be a Watershed Warrior!
Save the Date for September 24 th – October 6 th This
9-day cleanup has grown to be Colorado’s largest, and
you’re invited to join your neighbors, friends, club members,
school, church, business, or local government in this amazing effort. In 2019, over 3,200
volunteers removed 14 tons of litter and debris from the land and waters spanning from
Palmer Lake to Woodland Park, and south to Pueblo and Trinidad. Most cleanups just take
an hour or two, and thanks to generous sponsors we are able to provide bags, buckets,
gloves and grabbers to participants.
In this time of COVID-19 concerns, a Creek Week
Cleanup is the perfect activity: we will encourage
small group cleanups of 10 people or less and
follow the guidelines in place at that time. We will
also require signed waivers, mask and gloves,
ask participants to socially distance themselves.
You simply pick a date, pick a time, pick a
location, and pick it up!
New this year will be a “Virtual 5K: Run Up to
Creek Week” fundraiser during the 10 days
leading up to the cleanups. Runners and walkers
can find their own 5K route to enjoy, and will receive a buff, unique finisher’s medal, bib
number, sticker, button, and discount at a Brewshed® Alliance brewery/taphouse.
Pop over to our website as we will be
updating information in the coming months.
Returning 2019 Crew Leaders will receive
an email for early registration, and new
Crews can begin signing up via the website
in September.
To be a Creek Week Sponsor (we need
you!), check out this letter .
For questions about Creek Week, contact Alli Schuch, Watershed Outreach Coordinator at
creekweeksoco@gmail.com .

Conversations with Brewers on Water,
the Environment and Beer
The Fountain Creek Brewshed® Alliance is a program of the Fountain Creek Watershed
Flood Control and Greenway District. The Alliance’s goal is to engage citizens in
conversations and actions that will lead to water protection and enhancement. The group
consists of water resource and craft brewing industry professionals connecting our
communities to the shared values of healthy watersheds and locally made beer through
education and events.
First up we spoke recently with Charles McManus, head brewer at Phantom Canyon.
How and why did you get involved in the Fountain Creek Brewshed Alliance?

I was searching for a beneficiary that had some environmental and community ties for our
Charity Beer of the Month program at Phantom Canyon Brewing Company and I decided to
do some research on what their mission was. The Brewshed Alliance then had a meeting at
the brewery and once I met some of the members I knew I had found a group that actually
makes an impact.
What is your brewing history or background? Why did
you become a brewer, and why did you select Colorado
Springs?

I have been brewing professionally for about 6 years,
the last year and a half as the Head Brewer at
Phantom Canyon. I come from a Food Science
background and my interest lies in the science of
flavor, how we experience it and how to work with
science to play with and develop techniques which
enhance that flavor and experience; thus beer was a
great fit for me!
Are there any “best practices” in terms of conservation,
water quality, or other “green” initiatives you have learned from other brewers or that you would like
to share?

We collect the water that is used to cool our wort in an oversized Hot Liquor tank. This is
something that is becoming more common in breweries which is great, as you really cannot
have too much hot water in a brewery and it greatly reduces waste. I also pay attention to
what types of chemicals we use for cleaning and sanitizing our equipment and speak to the
sales reps about environmental impact and how we can be better. Another nice touch is that
all our spent grain goes to a local farm as feed for his cattle. These are all typical but we do
look for ways to get better in all aspects.
What are the biggest challenges facing brewmasters to create a quality product from quality
ingredients?

Educating the customer to discern what a quality product is can be challenging in itself.
Telling the story of the beer is very important; finding the right ingredients that suit your style
and process is one of the most interesting aspects of being a brewer and conveying this part
of the process to the customer can make a huge impact. Even beer made with the best
ingredients needs to be inspired or it will have no soul.
You and your brewery have joined the Brewshed Alliance. Is it safe to assume you prioritize water
conservation and water quality efforts?

We understand that we are part of this community and want to preserve our natural resources
alongside groups like the Brewshed Alliance. The updated Brew House at Phantom Canyon
is more efficient than ever, yet we are always looking at ways to improve.
What do you wish residents and visitors to the Fountain Creek Watershed knew about your
challenges, successes or processes, especially in terms of the environment and water quality?

The first and most important ingredient in beer is water and for this reason we closely monitor
our water reports. Our ultra pure water in this area is a major blessing not only for the
community but for the brewers. Let's keep it that way.
Lastly, can you share thoughts about Creek Week – past, present, or future?

It is amazing to see that this group has such positive impacts on water quality in our area as
this directly improves our quality of life and of course the quality of our local beer. Please
keep our water clean. Pick up your trash, pick up your dog poop and get others to do so as
well. Then when you’re done go have a pint at a local brewery and enjoy a product that you
helped improve. Better water equals better beer! Thanks to everyone that participates.
Do you know of a Colorado craft brewery or taphouse that wants to be a part of the
Brewshed® Alliance? Interested in volunteering at events? Email us at:
creekweeksoco@gmail.com

COVID-19
Message

Please continue to m aintain social distancing and use common
sense when engaging in outdoor recreation. Take advantage of the
healing power of nature—in your own backyard or on a walk. Just
remember to follow local public health guidance and keep six feet or
more from others outside your family. Wash your hands with soap and
water once you return from your adventure. Getting outdoors, being in
nature, and moving our bodies is good for everyone!

UPCOMING MEETINGS
There will be opportunities to meet virtually with Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and
Greenway District Committees . CLICK HERE for more information.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - CLICK HERE

Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control & Greenway District
Phone: 719-428-6030
Email: fountainckdist@gmail.com
Website: www.fountain-crk.org
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