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COVID 19: Maintaining social distancing and avoiding groups is mandatory. It’s about using
common sense to try to engage in the necessary recreation you need, as close to home as
possible. Not only is outdoor exercise allowed, it is encouraged. Take advantage of the
healing power of nature—in your own backyard or on a walk. Just remember to follow local
public health guidance and keep 6 feet or more from others outside your family. Wash your
hands with soap and water or hand sanitizer once you return from your adventure. Getting
outdoors, being in nature, and moving our bodies is good for everyone!
The District's work, through a collaborative effort
between many organizations, focuses on
protecting, preserving and enhancing our
waterways for the beneﬁt of citizens and our
natural habitat throughout the region for today
and future generations. We care about clean
and safe waterways, water quality, and
enhancing the ability to ﬁsh and recreate in our
waterways for improved quality of life for all.
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You are receiving this enewsletter
because you have expressed an
interest in the Fountain Creek
Watershed or Creek Week cleanup.

Water quality is everything
Let’s protect it – here’s how.
In the Declaration of Independence, our Founding Fathers declared that certain things
are “inalienable rights” – life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. We’d like to consider
another item for the list: WATER QUALITY.
Everything hinges on water quality.
Here in the Fountain Creek Watershed, water quality means so much to so many.
Think about it. The quality of our water directly impacts:
Our drinking and bathing water
Local breweries and distilleries
The water we sprinkle on our vegetable garden
Irrigation water used by local farmers and ranchers
All types of water sports such as swimming and paddle boarding
The sparkling-clear water in burbling creeks you admire when ﬁshing, hiking, or
riding your bike
All types of wildlife from wetland amphibians to innumerable mammals, including
the occasional moose!
In our watershed, this is the number to know: 9,422
When it comes to water quality in the Fountain Creek Watershed, the number 9,422 is
a good number to know. Why? Because our water starts at the top of Pikes Peak
(elevation 14,115 feet) and tumbles downhill to an elevation of 4,693 feet (Fountain
Creek’s conﬂuence with the Arkansas River). The considerable elevation difference of
9,422 feet – along with ﬂash ﬂoods – creates signiﬁcant erosion and sedimentation
issues. Clearly, erosion and sedimentation degrade water quality.
Here’s what the Fountain Creek
Watershed District is doing to
improve water quality.
Erosion and sedimentation control is
key to watershed health. That’s why
ﬂood control, stream improvement,
and stormwater management projects
are a critical focus of the Fountain
Creek Watershed District. These
various projects lead to one goal:
improving water quality.
To meet this goal, the District has
completed six large projects since its founding in 2009. In addition, three other
signiﬁcant projects are currently underway. Learn more about these projects at
www.fountain-crk.org.
We all play a role in helping to protect our watershed.
Here’s what YOU can do to improve water quality.
1. Don’t ﬂush medicines down the toilet.
2. Pick up pet waste.
3. Fix the car’s oil leak.
4. Ensure downspouts are pointed toward the lawn or plants, not the sidewalk.
5. Use sand or cat litter to de-ice sidewalks instead of salt and sweep it up later.
6. Properly dispose of household chemicals.
7. Use pesticides and fertilizers sparingly.

8. Use a commercial car wash (instead of hand washing your car), since it won’t
send soapy water down your driveway and into the storm drain.

Need fresh air?
Get out & check out someplace new
If you’re feeling cooped up, keep this in mind: Colorado’s Stay at Home order encourages us
to get outside for exercise and fresh air. Here are three ideas for a change of scenery.
Explore these special places in the Fountain Creek Watershed while practicing safe physical
distancing:
1. Willow Springs Ponds & Fishing Area (click HERE to learn more)
2. Green Mountain Falls’ gazebo, waterfalls, and hiking trails (click HERE to learn more)
3. Honor Farm Park & Open Space, featuring 2,300 acres for hiking, biking, or riding
horses (click HERE to learn more)

Spring Cleaning Tips for Protecting Our Watershed
Warmer days, sunny skies, greening trees, and early blooming ﬂowers – spring is here! It is a
time for rejuvenation, and a good time for some project work. Unfortunately, if you are not
careful, your spring-cleaning tasks could send toxic pollutants into our local creeks. Here are
some tips to ensure that your efforts are not harming our waterways:
1. Only Rain Down the Drain It may be tempting to
grab a broom, hose, or leaf blower and clear your
sidewalk of leaf litter and debris. Even though these are
natural materials, yard waste is ﬁlled with phosphorus
that feeds algae. Algae blooms can be a safety concern
for humans and animals alike and create some stinky
water bodies too. Start a compost bin to recycle those
precious nutrients, or utilize a local curbside yard waste
program.
2. Go Green with Your Yard If you have a lawn to
care for, be sure to use fertilizers sparingly, follow label
instructions, and check the forecast so your products
don’t wash away. Better yet, consider adding native
pollinator plants to replace your lawn. They can tolerate
our ever-changing weather, once established will need
less water, and may attract pollinating birds and insects.
Or create a new veggie bed and grow your own food.
Either way, the fewer chemicals used the better.
3. Use a commercial car wash Winter can leave its
mark on our vehicles – salt, sand, deicing chemicals,
dirt, etc. If you take it to a car wash, you are not only
helping to conserve water (many facilities can reuse
their water several times), but you are also keeping
those pollutants off of your driveway, street, storm drain
and ultimately our waterways. Commercial car washes
are required to dispose of their wastewater properly – by
sending it to a wastewater recovery facility.

4. Spring Clean Your Neighborhood Heading out
for a walk? Bring a trash bag or two! You may be
surprised at all the trash that piles up along our
streets, in our parks, and near shopping areas, or that
gets blown in on a windy day. Wear your favorite
mask, don some gloves, and add a trash pickup
activity next time you head out for some fresh air.

April Stool’s Month Reminds Pet Owners to
Do Their “Doody” and Scoop the Poop
Pet waste is pollution. It is stinky. It sticks to the
bottom of your shoes. It contains millions of bacteria,
worms and parasites that can make animals and
humans sick. Yet it can be found either bagged and
discarded along the side of a trail or peppered across
the parks and open spaces that we share.
It is time for some education on this icky topic, so the
Fountain Creek Watershed District initiated an April Stool’s Month social media campaign and
public survey to gain insight on behaviors related to pet waste in our watershed. This is a
partnership with the University of Colorado – Colorado Springs and their Communication,
Sustainability and Social Responsibility Class. Students worked with Alli Schuch, District
Outreach Coordinator, to develop social media content, a survey, and a data collection
activity at a park.
The goal is to identify barriers to picking up pet waste, opportunities for the District to
strengthen its outreach efforts in this area, and to raise awareness about this important issue.
Did you know that some of the creeks in our watershed exceed state standards for E. coli
bacteria from May to October? See the Studies and Reports page on our website for the
2019 E. coli Watershed Plan and Presentation for additional information. Pet waste is one of
the sources of E. coli, and simple behavior changes can make a big difference in the health of
our waterways to reduce the unhealthy bacteria levels.
Please help us out and take the quick survey, follow us on Facebook, and be sure to scoop
it, bag it, tie it and trash it every time. Bonus points if you pick up “1 + 1” – your pet’s waste
plus one extra. Together we can ensure safe and clean water today and into the future.

Brewshed Alliance Liquid Lecture:
April Stools Virtual program
Join us for this innovative virtual program at
5:30 p.m., Thursday, April 30. To receive
invitation information visit us on our
Facebook page.This program is co-hosted
with El Pomar Heritage Series.

UPCOMING MEETINGS

There will be opportunities to meet virtually with Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and
Greenway District Committees. CLICK HERE for more information.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - CLICK HERE
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Phone: 719-428-6030
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