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The District's work, through a collaborative effort
between many organizations, focuses on
protecting, preserving and enhancing our
waterways for the beneﬁt of citizens and our
natural habitat throughout the region for today
and future generations. We care about clean
and safe waterways, water quality, and
enhancing the ability to ﬁsh and recreate in our
waterways for improved quality of life for all.
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Bill Banks named
Executive Director
Fountain Creek Watershed
Flood Control & Greenway
District
Bill Banks, has been named the new
executive director for the Fountain Creek
Watershed Flood Control and Greenway
District effective March 1, 2020.
Banks assumes the position from Larry Small who is retiring after serving 11 years as the
district’s executive director. Small, an engineer formerly with Lockheed Martin, also served
three terms as a Colorado Springs City Councilmember. In his role with the district he was
responsible for everything from grant writing and forming government alliances to managing
the millions of dollars of improvement projects along Fountain Creek. Small oversaw the
Monument Creek watershed and Upper Fountain / Cheyenne Creek watershed, combined
with the Fountain Creek master plan to guide governmental agencies in the area’s regional
waterways for years to come.

Banks began his career as a hydrologist in 1987 at the U.S. Geological Survey headquarters
in Reston, VA. Then he led numerous local and regional projects in and around the
Chesapeake Bay. In addition, Banks worked on local and national issues such as the fate and
transport of agricultural chemicals, bacteria and viruses in groundwater, as well as studying
volatile organic compounds in public water supplies.
In 2015, he moved to Colorado to manage the southeast Colorado ofﬁce of the USGS waterscience center. Banks has a Bachelor of Science degree in geology and a Master of Science
degree in business administration. For the past 15 years Banks has focused on sediment,
both its source and movement in rivers and lakes. “During my tenure in Pueblo I have
become very familiar with Fountain Creek and am excited to continue stewardship of our
most important resource, water, both using it for our collective beneﬁt as well as protecting it
for our children and grandchildren,” said Banks.
“Larry was instrumental in the formation of the Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and
Greenway District,” said Terry Hart, chair of the board. “We owe a great deal of appreciation
for his years of service working to improve our watershed through numerous very extensive
projects that addressed ﬂood control, erosion, and sedimentation. Although there is still much
work to be done to improve our creeks, the work that has been done has put our region on
the right path to assuring that future generations will be able to enjoy the beneﬁts of healthy
creeks and watersheds that beneﬁt business, agriculture, and recreational while providing a
sustainable natural habitat.”
Many thanks to Larry for his years of service as he worked to improve our watershed and
assure that future generations will be able to enjoy the beneﬁts of healthy creeks and
watersheds in our area.

About Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control
and Greenway District:
The District's work, through a collaborative effort between many
organizations, focuses on protecting, preserving and enhancing
our waterways for the beneﬁt of citizens and our natural habitat
throughout the region for today and future generations. We care
about clean and safe waterways, water quality, and enhancing the
ability to ﬁsh and recreate in our waterways for improved quality of
life for all. Learn more at: www.fountain-crk.com

Fountain Creek Corridor Greenway Master Plan
By Randall Navarro, THK Associates

In 2003, the vision for the Colorado Front Range Trail (CFRT) was introduced by Colorado
Parks and Wildlife (CPW). At 876-miles, and spanning 15 cities and 14 counties, the CFRT

will connect communities along Colorado’s front range from Wyoming to New Mexico. While
several communities throughout Colorado have completed segments of the CFRT, many
gaps remain.
Since its formation in 2009, one of the Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and
Greenway District’s primary goals has been to close the CFRT gap between Colorado
Springs and Pueblo. The ﬁrst step in achieving this goal was completed in 2011, when the
District completed the Fountain Creek Corridor Restoration Master Plan.
The focus of the Master Plan was identifying creek restoration and rehabilitation projects, as
well as preliminary alignments for the CFRT, and seeking opportunities to incorporate trail
design and construction with creek restoration or other recreation projects. This effort was
hugely successful as several trail and parks projects that were identiﬁed in the Master Plan
have been completed in the City of Colorado Springs, City of Fountain, El Paso County,
Pueblo County and the City of Pueblo. This includes the CFRT through Clear Springs Ranch.
The effort to close additional gaps in the CFRT received a boost when, in 2015, former
Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper unveiled the Colorado the Beautiful Initiative. The
initiative identiﬁed the CFRT as one of the top 16 priority regional trail connections in
Colorado, making it eligible for prioritized funding through Great Outdoors Colorado’s
(GOCO) Connect Initiative.
The District has now taken the next step in closing the largest gaps of the CFRT from
Colorado Springs to Pueblo. After partnering and receiving grant funding from GOCO and
CPW, the District has begun an effort to identify a detailed alignment for the CFRT called the
Fountain Creek Greenway Master Plan.
Coordinating with land trusts, private
property owners and government agencies,
the Master Plan will explore sustainable trail
alignment opportunities and alternatives
through the Fountain Creek Corridor. The
plan will also seek to promote stewardship as
a part of the larger goal of protecting the
Fountain Creek Corridor.
A preliminary meeting with stakeholders was
held on January 15th at Fountain City Hall to
discuss the Master Plan effort and review
various trail maps and associated project information. The meeting was well attended with
over 30 individuals representing all major municipalities as well as other organizations
including CPW, Palmer Land Trust and various recreational groups. The presentation and
maps from the meeting will be available on the District’s website at http://www.fountaincrk.org.
At the March stakeholder meeting a public meeting date and location will be decided. For any
questions regarding the Master Plan project, please contact Randall Navarro with THK
Associates at rnavarro@thkassoc.com.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
There will be opportunities to virtually meet with Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and
Greenway District Committees. Due to COVID 19 all physical meetings will be set up as
virtual meetings with public announcements. Stay tuned for more information on how to
access these virtual meetings. Once we have a link created for any of the electronic

meetings we will send out a special enewsletter with the links so that anyone who
wants to participate, knows how to.
The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC): 1 p.m., ﬁrst Wednesday of each month. (TAC
- technical experts appointed by the District Board to provide recommendations regarding
public policy or expenditure of funds for the beneﬁt of the watershed and to carry on technical
and other investigations of all kinds.)
https://www.fountain-crk.org/about/technical-advisory-committee/
The Citizen’s Advisory Group (CAG): 9:30 a.m., second Friday of each month.
(CAG - citizens are appointed by the District Board to represent interests identiﬁed within the
watershed and to consult with and offer advice to the Board on managing the
watershed.) https://www.fountain-crk.org/about/citizens-advisory-group/)
The District Board: 2 p.m., fourth Friday of each month.

The District Board consists of representatives from Pueblo County, El Paso County, City of
Pueblo, City of Colorado Springs, City of Fountain, and others as deﬁned by statute
https://www.fountain-crk.org/about/district-board/
A Monetary Mitigation Fund meeting to discuss and prioritize mitigation projects by the
Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and Greenway District: 10 a.m. -noon, third
Wednesday each month at Public Works, 33601 East United Avenue in Pueblo.
Maintaining social distancing and avoiding groups is mandatory. It’s about using
common sense to try to engage in the necessary recreation you need, as close to
home as possible. Not only is outdoor exercise allowed, it is encouraged. Governor Polis
has been consistent about this since the beginning of the crisis because of the physical and
mental health beneﬁts associated with exercise.
Here is a good article talking about what is/isn't allowed with outdoor exercise while Colorado
is under the Stay-at-Home order.
Colorado Stay At Home Order: Outdoor Recreation
The District is governed by nine directors who serve two-year terms on the Board.
Terry Hart, Board Chair, Pueblo
County
Irene Kornelly, District Citizens
Advisory Group
Larry Atencio, City of Pueblo
Richard Skorman, City of Colorado
Springs

Nancy Fortuin, Small Municipalities
Longinos Gonzalez, El Paso County
Leroy Mauch, Lower Arkansas
Valley Conservancy District
Vacant, City and County of Pueblo,
citizen-at-large
Greg Lauer, City of Fountain
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