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The District's work, through a collaborative effort
between many organizations, focuses on
protecting, preserving and enhancing our
waterways for the beneﬁt of citizens and our
natural habitat throughout the region for today
and future generations. We care about clean
and safe waterways, water quality, and
enhancing the ability to ﬁsh and recreate in our
waterways for improved quality of life for all.

Fountain Creek
Chronicles
December 2019
You are receiving this enewsletter
because you have expressed an
interest in the Fountain Creek
Watershed or Creek Week cleanup.

“On behalf of the Fountain Creek Watershed Flood
Control and Greenway District Board, Technical
Advisory Committee and Citizen’s Advisory Group, we
wish you Happy Holidays and a healthy and prosperous
New Year!”
– Watershed District Executive Director, Larry Small

Another Successfully Completed 2019 District Project
New Piñon Bridge No Longer at Risk
Fountain Creek is a sandy-bottomed creek that experiences creek migration during ﬂoods.
The Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and Greenway District has taken proactive
measures to protect the new Piñon Bridge, constructed in 2004 after the original bridge
washed out in the 1999 ﬂood. The movement of the creek during recent high ﬂow events
increased risks to the new Piñon Bridge. The District, working closely with Tezak Heavy
Equipment, Matrix Design Group and THK Associates, Inc., focused on realigning 1,200
lineal feet of creek to protect the bridge, enhance sediment transport, and promote long-term
channel stability.
The project included signiﬁcant revegetation efforts, including cottonwood trees, willow
stakes, and seeding. Spring of 2019 marked completion of the project.

“Fountain Creek is a vital part of our region’s watershed. Its
health ensures that our downstream neighbors and
surrounding habitat remain strong and thriving. The
Fountain Valley is enriched by our waterways. Efforts such
as Creek Week and other community cleanups by residents
demonstrate our value for the environment and
watershed. Let us continue to protect this most valued
asset.”
Longinos Gonzalez Jr.
El Paso County Commissioner District 4

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

Hands-on science, curious students, and
amazing teachers - yes, please! Fire
Ecology is the topic for this semester's
Young Environmental Stewards (YES) Club
- an after-school club facilitated by the
Catamount Institute, a Watershed District
Partner. Inquisitive students dive headﬁrst
(safely) into all things ﬁre during their
weekly meetings that include ﬁeld trips,
award-winning educational lessons, and
guest speakers.
District Watershed Outreach Coordinator Alli Schuch has been visiting these clubs and
sharing information about how our watershed works. She also discusses impacts on ﬁre in
our watershed - particularly the 2012 Waldo Canyon and 2013 Black Forest ﬁres. Students
are intrigued to learn through interactive demonstrations how land managers and volunteers
help restore a burn area and what changes happen to the soil.
This year the Catamount Institute also co-led the District's Fishing Derby at Catamount
Reservoir and hosted numerous Creek Week cleanups. "We enjoy collaborating with this
nonproﬁt," Alli said, "where education meets adventure."
Learn more about their programming (including Nature Camps!)
at www.catamountinstitute.org
Interested in becoming a Partner? Let us hear from you! lsmall42@comcast.net

It’s Part of the Fountain Creek Watershed
Don’t Miss These “Hidden” Gems!
Take Advantage of These Little-Known Recreational Opportunities
Sometimes, hidden gems are hiding in plain sight! Some of the recreational opportunities in
the Fountain Creek Watershed are little known; some are rarely visited. Grab your bike,
backpack, binoculars, snowshoes, or ﬁshing pole, and check out these “hidden” gems in our
watershed!
Aiken Canyon Preserve – Purchased by The Nature Conservancy, this foothills ecosystem
west of Highway 115 offers a treasure trove of wildﬂowers and wildlife. A great destination for
birders and hikers!
https://www.nature.org/en-us/get-involved/how-to-help/places-we-protect/aikencanyon-preserve/
Blue Stem Open Space – Located southeast of Colorado Springs, this refuge for native
wildlife and vegetation offers 650 acres of prairie grassland and bird watching paradise.
https://coloradosprings.gov/parks/page/bluestem-prairie-open-space
Honor Farm Park & Open Space – Located near Pueblo, approved activities in this 2,300acre area include hiking, mountain bicycling, horseback riding, picnicking, and enjoying a
scenic overlook. Purchased with conservation easements, Pueblo is preserving the
environmental values of this property. https://pueblo.us/1333/Honor-Farm
Pikes Peak Birding Trail – Look for Flammulated Owls in the foothills and Mountain Plovers
on the high plains. Use this online resource for details on dozens of prime birding sites in our
watershed. https://coloradobirdingtrail.com/trail/rocky-mountains/pikes-peak/
Rampart Reservoir Recreation Area – Go ﬁshing, hike Rainbow Gulch Trail, and enjoy a
picnic lunch at the Promontory Picnic Area.
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/psicc/recarea/?recid=16852

Fountain Creek Brewshed

Ⓡ Alliance

Raise a Glass (and some dollars) at Cerberus
Brewing Company
Join old friends and make new ones on New Year's Eve at the
Cerberus Brewing Company, 702 West Colorado Avenue in
Colorado Springs, for release of "Rosehips and Rhubarb Brut
IPA." The brewery will donate $1 to the Fountain Creek
Brewshed Alliance for each glass of the newly released beer
purchased. The Brewshed Alliance boasts 20 member breweries/tap houses who recognize
the synergy between the mission of brewing great beer and protecting our watershed. Find
out more about it https://www.fountain-crk.org/about/brewshed-alliance/.

Ⓡ

Here’s the “Dirt” on Fountain Creek’s Soils
How Do Our Soil Types Impact Erosion?
Here in the Fountain Creek Watershed, the word EROSION is practically a 4-letter word.
Why? Because unchecked erosion plays havoc with the health of our creeks. In fact, a key
goal of The Fountain Creek Corridor Restoration Master Plan is improving watershed health –
and water quality – by reducing erosion, sedimentation, and ﬂooding.

A few of the Plan’s strategies include:
Increasing some of the creek’s curves, effectively lengthening the creek to slow it down
and reduce erosion.
Stabilizing eroding creek banks that contribute large quantities of sediment
downstream.
Adding sustainable riparian vegetation to help stabilize the creek.
Our Geology and Landforms Set the Stage for Signiﬁcant Erosion

Between Colorado Springs and Pueblo, Fountain Creek ﬂows through an erosional valley.
Surface deposits in this valley consist of sediment (sands and gravels) eroded from the
Rocky Mountains. This sediment was deposited within the valley as ﬂoodplains and terraces
over an older layer of shale. As a result, the creek’s channel bed and banks consist of sands
and gravels. Exposed bedrock is shale.
A 2006 report notes that soils in the
Fountain Creek corridor exhibit severe
erosion potential. Case in point, some
vertical cut banks tower up to 30 feet tall
where the channel has eroded a high
terrace. Recently, the Fountain Creek
Watershed District completed a
stabilization project on the Masciantonio
Trust property, which lost 28 acres of
productive farmland due to excessive bank
erosion! Read about this
project: www.fountain-crk.org/completedprojects/mascintonio-project
The Fountain Creek Corridor Restoration
Master Plan notes that highly erodible soils
and terrace cut banks are particularly
important considerations when planning
restoration projects along the Fountain
Creek corridor. Eroding terraces can
contribute enormous amounts of sediment
downstream. Sedimentation can degrade
water quality, damage infrastructure, and
overwhelm critical riparian and wetland
ecosystems.
Restoration Soils to the Rescue
Future restoration projects in the Fountain Creek corridor may be able to take advantage of
two types of silty/clay soils located on terraces and the higher portions of ﬂoodplains. The
restoration plan notes that these soils are generally located close to the riparian corridor and
are easily accessible. These soils are excellent for ﬁll instead of using sand. Plus, these
potential restoration soils readily support riparian and wetland vegetation.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
There are several opportunities to meet with Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and
Greenway District Committees each month. The public is welcome to attend. All meetings
take place at the Fountain City Hall, 116 South Main Street in Fountain.
The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC): 1 p.m., ﬁrst Wednesday of each month. (TAC
- technical experts appointed by the District Board to provide recommendations regarding
public policy or expenditure of funds for the beneﬁt of the watershed and to carry on technical
and other investigations of all kinds.)
https://www.fountain-crk.org/about/technical-advisory-committee/
The Citizen’s Advisory Group (CAG): 9:30 a.m., second Friday of each month.
(CAG - citizens are appointed by the District Board to represent interests identiﬁed within the
watershed and to consult with and offer advice to the Board on managing the
watershed.) https://www.fountain-crk.org/about/citizens-advisory-group/)
The District Board: 2 p.m., fourth Friday of each month.
The District Board consists of representatives from Pueblo County, El Paso County, City of
Pueblo, City of Colorado Springs, City of Fountain, and others as deﬁned by statute
https://www.fountain-crk.org/about/district-board/

A Monetary Mitigation Fund meeting to discuss and prioritize mitigation projects by
the Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and Greenway District: 10 a.m. -noon,
third Tuesday each month at Public Works, 33601 East United Avenue in Pueblo.
The District is governed by nine directors who serve two-year terms on the Board.
Board Chair, Longinos Gonzalez Jr.,
El Paso County Commissioner
Terry Hart, Pueblo County
Commissioner
Greg Lauer, City Council Member-atLarge, City of Fountain
Mayor Pro Tem Nancy Fortuin, City
of Manitou Springs Ward
2 representing Small Municipalities

Richard Skorman, City Council
President, City of Colorado Springs
Larry Atencio, City Council District 2
City of Pueblo
Leroy Mauch, Lower Arkansas
Valley Conservancy District
Jane Rhodes, Pueblo County
Citizen-at-large
Irene Kornelly, District Citizens
Advisory Group

Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control & Greenway District
Phone: 719-447-5012
Email: fountainckdist@aol.com
Website: www.fountain-crk.org
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