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The District's work, through a collaborative effort
between many organizations, focuses on protecting,
preserving and enhancing our waterways for the
benefit of citizens and our natural habitat throughout
the region for today and future generations. We care
about clean and safe waterways, water quality, and
enhancing the ability to fish and recreate in our
waterways for improved quality of life for all.
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You are receiving this enewsletter
because you have expressed an
interest in the Fountain Creek
Watershed or Creek Week cleanup.

Collaborative Efforts Result in Long-Term Stability
of Fountain Creek at State Highway 47
Following severe flooding in 2015, much of the floodplain and Creek area around the State Highway 47
Bridge sustained erosion and damage. The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) conducted
emergency repairs to the area to protect the State Highway 47 bridge structure. The nearly year-long
project to restore 3,000 lineal feet of the Creek and protect the bridge stability was a $6 million
partnership between the Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and Greenway District and CDOT.
PROJECT GOALS included realigning the channel to a more natural configuration, re-engaging the
floodplain, protecting the SH 47 bridge structure, and revegetation efforts. Also, the project removed
large amounts of debris along the banks, including trash and vehicles.
The District worked closely with Matrix Design Group on engineering along with THK Associates, Inc.,
landscape architects on this project. The design used rock-lined banks to re-establish a natural sinuosity
of the creek channel. A guide bank and creek realignment were used to protect the bridge structure
and significant revegetation efforts were utilized in the floodplain to provide long-term stability,
including protecting existing cottonwood galleries.
Spring of 2019 marked completion of the project. Ta ke a Look -- View Aeria l Fou n ta in
Creek Fly over Vid eo

“As it flows through Ute Pass, Manitou Springs
and down to Colorado Springs, Fountain Creek is
one of the most important and under-appreciated
natural resources in our area. We have worked
hard in Manitou Springs to help restore and
protect this wonderful waterway and very much
appreciate and support the efforts of the
Fountain Creek Watershed District to further this
work.”
Ken Jaray, Mayor
Manitou Springs, CO 80829

Mayor Jaray shows he's passionate for keeping
Fountain Creek clean by pitching in during the
Creek Week cleanup

Protecting the Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse
Means Protecting Rivers and Streams Along the Front Range
The year was 1998, and this little guy, the
Preble's Meadow Jumping Mouse, gained
national attention as it acquired a spot on
the "Endangered Species" list. The mouse
lives only in Wyoming and Colorado, and
every landowner and development within
designated mouse protection areas must
adhere to Federal guidelines for its
protection.
Many in Colorado Springs at the time,
panicked, convinced that all development
would stop. Fast forward two decades plus and growth has continued, albeit not without extensive
accommodations . And, what once seemed to many a laughable menace, has become a superhero of
environmental protection, at least on the United States Air Force Academy.

More than 18,000 acres comprise the Air Force Academy, of which 3,300 acres are in a "Preble's

conservation zone." Because of the Endangered Species Act mandate, the Academy receives DoD
funding to protect the mouse habitat, which in turn, includes protection of riparian and upland habitat
areas.
" By protecting the mouse, we are also providing downstream benefits, including stormwater and flood
protection, improved water quality, visually appealing riparian corridors, and habitat for a wide variety
of wildlife. If we lose the ability to sustain Preble’s habitat, we lose so much more that is irreplaceable."
Brian Mihlbachler, Ph.D., U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Natural Resources Manager located at the
Academy, said.
The United States Air Force Academy covers 12 percent of the Monument Creek watershed and three
percent of the Fountain Creek Watershed. But significantly, approximately 75 percent of the
Monument Creek watershed drains through the base, ultimately joining up with Fountain Creek at
America the Beautiful Park. Unfortunately, stormwater from development adjacent to the Academy’s
eastern boundary has caused significant damage to the stream channels and riparian habitat.

Dr. Mihlbachler was actively involved in the creation of the "Monument Creek Watershed Restoration
Master Plan" in 2016. Its purpose was to identify and prioritize projects necessary to stabilize the
watershed and provide for sustainable, healthy streams. Of the forty-two "high priority" projects
identified, thirteen are on the Air Force Academy, and three of the thirteen are complete. The
Academy is partnering with the City of Colorado Springs, Copper Ridge Metro District (developer of the
Powers Boulevard interchange at Interstate 25), and La Plata Communities (developer of The Farm) to
accomplish additional channel stabilization and habitat restoration.

As long as the mouse remains protected, the Air Force will provide funding for mouse habitat
conservation and restoration. A problem exists; however, the annual restoration budget is far less than
the estimated $15 million projected to complete the other prioritized projects on the Academy. The
base, therefore, is always looking for new partnering and cost-sharing opportunities to build on a
mutual responsibility for protecting the watershed and its inhabitants, including the mouse.
As the Preble's Meadow Jumping Mice nibble on their final seeds for the season, they'll go to sleep until
May. Perhaps when they wake up, more partnerships and projects will be in place to protect their
habitat and other areas directly associated with it.

IF YOU PLAN TO VISIT THE ACADEMY
All visitors must enter through the North Gate.

There are plenty of outdoor activities to enjoy on the Academy grounds.
Hunting is open to the general public with appropriate licensing (Deer, Elk, and Turkey). See
usafa.isportsman.net for details.
Fishing (Rainbow Trout and Channel Catfish) is limited to eligible users: active duty, retired
military, and their immediate family, and sponsored guests. There are five stocked lakes on the
Academy along with three lakes at Farish Recreation Area near Woodland Park.
On the Academy, there is a trail system open to the general public: Falcon Trail is a 13-mile loop,
popular for mountain biking, hiking, running, equestrian use. There are two trailheads for this
loop: one by the cadet area and one by Falcon Stadium. Connecting trails go off of Falcon Trail up
to Pike National Forest. Also, enjoy the new Santa Fe Trail that goes from Palmer Lake to
Woodmen Road, passing through the Academy along Monument Creek.
Visitors can use these trails from 9 am-5 pm daily.

FOCUS on the District
Technical Advisory

Committee
Thanks to these Professionals for
Lending their Expertise
"The Technical Advisory Committee or
"TAC" refers to the technical experts
appointed by the Board of the Fountain
Creek Watershed Flood Control and
Greenway District to provide
recommendations regarding public policy
or expenditure of funds for the benefit of
the watershed and to carry on technical
and other investigations of all kinds, make
measurements, collect data, and make analyses, studies and inspections pertaining to facilities,
projects and related property both within and outside the District."
TAC Vice-Chair, Mark Shea, says that TAC is one of the two advisory committees (the other being the
Citizens Advisory Group or CAG) that supports the District Board. The District's authorizing legislation
mandates this appointment. "We bring a different technical perspective to the table; everything from
stormwater engineering to water quality, all with subject matter experts from each area of the
Fountain Creek Watershed region. We've grown our membership to round out professional perspective
and geographic perspectives, as well. This diversity helps everyone to understand better what is
happening throughout the entire watershed.”
The formal function of the TAC is to review and give consideration to the approval of land use activities
that happen in "The Corridor." The Corridor is the 100-year flood plain of the main stem of Fountain
Creek in unincorporated El Paso County and Pueblo County, that lies between the cities of Fountain and
Pueblo. Shea, who is the Watershed Planning Supervisor with Colorado Springs Utilities, explained that
when someone wants to do a project within the Corridor, they are required to apply to the District. The
submitted application must provide a complete description of the project. TAC and CAG then review the
application and make an advisory recommendation to the District Board whether to approve or deny
the project application.
The TAC generally meets at 1 p.m., the first Wednesday of each month, at the Fountain City Hall, 2nd
floor, 116 S. Main Street, Fountain, CO. These public meetings often feature guest speakers. The
meeting date, time, and location are subject to change, so be sure to check the district website for
schedule: http://www.fountain-crk.org/events/

UPCOMING MEETINGS
There are several opportunities to meet with Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and Greenway
District Committees each month. The public is welcome to attend. All meetings take place at the
Fountain City Hall, 116 South Main Street in Fountain.
The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC): 1 p.m., first Wednesday of each month. (TAC - technical
experts appointed by the District Board to provide recommendations regarding public policy or
expenditure of funds for the benefit of the watershed and to carry on technical and other investigations
of all kinds.)
https://www.fountain-crk.org/about/technical-advisory-committee/
The Citizen’s Advisory Group (CAG): 9:30 a.m., second Friday of each month.
(CAG - citizens are appointed by the District Board to represent interests identified within the

watershed and to consult with and offer advice to the Board on managing the
watershed.) https://www.fountain-crk.org/about/citizens-advisory-group/)
The District Board: 2 p.m., fourth Friday of each month.
The District Board consists of representatives from Pueblo County, El Paso County, City of Pueblo, City of
Colorado Springs, City of Fountain, and others as defined by statute
https://www.fountain-crk.org/about/district-board/
A Monetary Mitigation Fund meeting to discuss and prioritize mitigation projects by the Fountain
Creek Watershed Flood Control and Greenway District: 10 a.m. -noon, third Tuesday each month
at Public Works, 33601 East United Avenue in Pueblo.
The District is governed by nine directors who serve two-year terms on the Board.
Board Chair, Longinos Gonzalez Jr., El
Paso County Commissioner
Terry Hart, Pueblo County Commissioner
Greg Lauer, City Council Member-atLarge, City of Fountain
Mayor Pro Tem Nancy Fortuin, City of
Manitou Springs Ward 2 representing
Small Municipalities

Richard Skorman, City Council President,
City of Colorado Springs
Larry Atencio, City Council District 2 City
of Pueblo
Leroy Mauch, Lower Arkansas Valley
Conservancy District
Jane Rhodes, Pueblo County Citizen-atlarge
Irene Kornelly, District Citizens Advisory
Group

Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control & Greenway District
Phone: 719-447-5012
Email: fountainckdist@aol.com
Website: www.fountain-crk.org
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