The District's work, through a collabora ve
eﬀort between many organiza ons, focuses on
protec ng, preserving and enhancing our
waterways for the beneﬁt of ci zens and our
natural habitat throughout the region for today
and future genera ons. We care about clean
and safe waterways, water quality, and
enhancing the ability to ﬁsh and recreate in our
waterways for improved quality of life for all.
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It's in the Water
Fountain Creek Watershed – Restoring our Crown Jewel

This video is associated with the hour-long documentary, “The Arkansas River: from Leadville to
Lamar,” which aired on Rocky Mountain PBS in May 2018. The video is one of several produced by
Samuel Ebersole, Ph.D., Professor, Mass Communica ons at Colorado State University-Pueblo, for the
Arkansas River Basin Water Forum and its Public Educa on, Par cipa on and Outreach (PEPO)
workgroup. The goal is to build on the educa onal eﬀort ini ated by the hour-long documentary. This
segment features the Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and Greenway District. PEPO is
providing the funding and oversight for the produc on of these educa onal webisodes. To view the
Fountain Creek Watershed District segment, CLICK HERE.

CLICK HERE to view the hour-long documentary.
“We are privileged to live in a region of remarkable beauty; one with an
outstanding system of waterways, parks, and trails that a ract people
from all over the world to see our sites and enjoy our healthy
climate. The Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and Greenway
District serves to protect, develop and use the natural resources in this
927 square mile area of land and water for the enjoyment of the public
for genera ons to come. Residents and visitors alike experience all the
Fountain Creek Watershed area oﬀers from Palmer Divide to the north to
the Arkansas River in Pueblo. Board representa ves from nine diﬀerent
communi es in the District collaborate to protect, preserve and improve
this beau ful region. We are indeed privileged to call this home.”
– John Suthers, Mayor of Colorado Springs

Drainage Management is Vital to Flood Control
A famous line from The Rime of the Ancient Mariner poem is,
"Water, water everywhere, nor any drop to drink!" In his case,
the writer was a thirsty sailor surrounded by saltwater he
could not drink.
In our case, all that water from rainfall and snowmelt goes into
our streams. The mission of the Fountain Creek Watershed
District is to manage and control stream ﬂow. The District has full land-use authority in the 100-year
ﬂoodplain south of the City of Fountain and north of the City of Pueblo with recommending authority
on projects and ac vi es within the watershed located in El Paso and Pueblo County land use
jurisdic ons. Through the District’s eﬀorts, drainage management projects are in the works (or have
been completed) to collect and channel that precious commodity to prevent unruly waters and
subsequent ﬂooding in the watershed area.
A watershed is a drainage basin. Other terms are catchment area, catchment basin and drainage area.
Drainage basins act as a funnel by collec ng all the surface water from rain runoﬀ, snowmelt and
nearby streams that run downslope toward a shared outlet, such as into a river or creek.
Fountain Creek starts in Woodland Park in Teller County and ﬂows through El Paso County to its
conﬂuence with the Arkansas River near Pueblo in Pueblo County. The 74.5-mile-long creek, once
known as the Fontaine qui Bouille, is a tributary of the Arkansas River.
Thankfully, communi es, organiza ons and visionary leaders collaborated to form the Fountain Creek
Watershed District where they manage, administer, and fund the capital improvements necessary to
mi gate ﬂooding, erosion and sedimenta on and improve drainage, among other impacts and
beneﬁts.

The 6th Annual Creek Week Cleanup is Just Around the Bend

Creek Week runs from September 28-October 6. The Steering Commi ee is accep ng requests for
dates and sites NOW on a ﬁrst-come, ﬁrst-served basis by comple ng the online form at
www.fountaincreekweek.com. Youth under age 18 must par cipate with at least one supervising
adult 21 years+ (minimum of one adult for every ten children). Find a Crew Leader Interest Form,
sponsorship informa on, and more at www.fountaincreekweek.com.
Public events will go live in August. Ques ons? Email creekweeksoco@gmail.com and a Commi ee
Member will respond within a few days.
Last year’s watershed-wide, 9-day
li er cleanup inspired nearly
3,000 volunteers from service
groups, neighborhoods, scouts,
schools, and churches alike to
remove 24 tons of li er from

Palmer Lake to Pueblo and
beyond. The astounding growth
in par cipa on in this annual
event (350% over ﬁve years!)
speaks to how strongly our
ci zens value a clean
watershed. Creek Week is the
most extensive watershed-wide
cleanup in Colorado. This year’s event will be no excep on. All ci zens are welcome to par cipate
either individually in a public event or form a Creek Crew.
The success of Creek Week stems from the countless hours of hard work of a Steering Commi ee
represen ng governments, nonproﬁts, businesses, colleges, and individuals across the region. The
team works for months to map and ground-truth cleanup sites, promote events, manage
registra ons, and secure funds and materials. We are s ll searching for generous sponsors to help
equip crews with bags, gloves, safety vests, trash grabbers, and t-shirts. If you are interested in
sponsoring this fantas c event, please contact: creekweeksoco@gmail.com

Ci zen Representa ves Inspire and Assist Board

The Ci zen Advisory Group "CAG" members are appointed
by the Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and
Greenway District Board of Directors to represent various
interests about the watershed and to consult with and
oﬀer advice to the Board concerning ci zen’s points of
view and the management of the watershed. The CAG
generally meets at 9:30 a.m., on the 2nd Friday of the
month, at Fountain City Hall, 2nd Floor, 116 S Main Street,
Fountain, Colorado.

The CAG developed Watershed
Plinko, Scoopy the Clean Water
Mascot, Eli the E. Coli Mascot,
Stormwater Soup and other
educa onal ac vi es for youth in
our region. They also partnered in
developing an annual Water
Warriors Ac vity Book
h p://www.fountain-crk.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/07/WaterWarrior-Booklet.pdf and partnered
in Genera on Wild – a Great
Outdoors Colorado ini a ve
focusing on connec ng youth to the
outdoors:
h ps://www.genera onwild.com.

Irene Kornelly is the chairperson of the Ci zens's Advisory Group. Her favorite ac vi es involve
teaching students about a watershed, how to protect it, and where they live within the Fountain
Creek Watershed. "We use simple hands-on ac vi es to illustrate how a watershed works. The kids
come to realize that what they put on the ground, ends up in the watershed. They learn that they can
clean up the creek very simply by not throwing things into the creek. They also learn that what they
may spill on the ground, like herbicides or gasoline, will eventually end up in the
watershed. Hopefully, they remember these lessons and act upon them."
The District is seeking people who are interested in becoming members of the CAG. Irene explained
that representa ves from Pueblo are especially needed. "We look for people who want to be a part of
a group that does something good for all of our communi es. I think we're making good progress.
We're making good strides and helping people to understand all the wonderful things the District
does." If you're interested in joining the CAG, contact Irene at ikornelly@pcisys.net

The Fountain Creek Brewshed® Alliance –
Raise a Glass to Clean Water and Great Beer
Peaks n Pines is one of our awesome Brewshed Alliance partners,
see this recent ar cle about its expansion, and check out the
updated Brewshed Page on the Watershed District's website. Stop
in and check out the new space!

How Well Do You Know Your Watershed
We would like to know how familiar you are with the Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and
Greenway District. And, what would you like to learn more about in the Fountain Creek Watershed
region? If you haven’t taken our survey, please click on the link below. Your input is much appreciated.
h ps://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FCWDSurvey1

Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and Greenway District Fact Sheets are a quick
source of informa on and will be updated here:
h p://www.fountain-crk.org/about/document-library/district-fact-sheets/

It's Part of the Fountain Creek Watershed
The "Nature & Wildlife Discovery Center" in Pueblo is made
up of three campuses; The Mountain Campus in Beulah, and
the Raptor Center and the River Campus in Pueblo. You can't
get much closer to the Arkansas River, than a visit to The
River Campus at 5200 Nature Center Road. Execu ve
Director, Pa y Kester, said the River Campus, is an oasis in
the city of Pueblo, where one can hike, bike, walk pets and
cookout.
The "Nature & Wildlife Discovery Center's" primary purpose is to connect kids and the community
with nature, through various events, camps, and educa onal programs, at each of their loca ons.
They oﬀer these things at a low-cost and provide scholarships to send kids to summer camp.
The Raptor Center rehabilitates birds of prey so that they
can be released back into the wild. They have sixteen
resident raptors and rehabilitate about 200 per year.
During the summer they host a raptor camp for kids
entering 4th-6th grades, while every Saturday & Sunday,
free raptor presenta ons are given at 11: 30 a.m.
"We do an earth studies program, which provides all of
the science curricula for every 5th grader at all Pueblo
city schools. The river plays a key role in what we do in
this class," Pa y said, "More than half of the kids in Pueblo didn't know the name of the river. They
also didn't realize that that is a source of their drinking water." All of the facili es are on the Arkansas
River. "Water is so cri cal in western states, and as we've moved away from agriculture, our kids are
missing out on any basic understanding about nature. And it concerns me a great deal," Pa y said.
During the earth studies program, the children learn about what organisms live in the water. They also
study the life cycle of insects, tadpoles, and ﬁsh in the river. The en re Fountain/Arkansas riparian
system provides countless species of animals and birds to study.
Volunteer opportuni es are available. Dona ons
welcomed. For more informa on on the "Nature

and Wildlife Discovery Center," contact Pa y Kister,
pa y@hikeandlearn.org - 719-485-4444.
Arkansas Valley Audubon Society - 4th Saturday
Bird Walks
Join the Arkansas Valley Audubon Society at the
River Campus each month on the 4th Saturday for
an enjoyable ou ng to view and iden fy a variety
of birds. Suitable for families and birders of all
levels. Registra on not required. Free. Dona ons
always appreciated! Please note a $5 Parking Pass
fee required for River Campus/Raptor Center facili es and programs.
h ps://hikeandlearn.org/programs-and-events

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT
The City of Colorado Springs is catching up on water improvement
projects that were neglected for many years, nega vely impac ng
Fountain Creek. The work the District is doing with its many partners
in the en re Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and Greenway
District is cri cal. In this issue, we are featuring the US Army Corp of
Engineers.
The District con nues to work closely with the US Army Corp of
Engineers, Albuquerque District, Southern Colorado Regulatory Branch. Joshua Carpenter, Senior
Project Manager with the Corp, serves on the District’s Technical Advisory Commi ee
(TAC). “Par cipa on on the TAC ul mately increases our value to our customers, local communi es,
permit holders and local governments. We value our rela onships with these groups. We can
accomplish more if we all work together for the common goals,” Carpenter said. The Corp is a
regulatory agency that purports the use of “so er engineering projects.” They promote natural
materials that support the en re watershed region as opposed to quick hard ﬁxes in a small area that
eventually move the problem further downstream. Carpenter added, “The Corp of Engineers cares
deeply about the Fountain Creek Watershed and the surrounding areas. It may be a small area in
Colorado, but a large percentage of Coloradoans live in the watershed region, and we try to be good
stewards of the whole watershed region.”

UPCOMING MEETINGS
There are several opportuni es to meet with Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and Greenway
District Commi ees each month. The public is welcome to a end. All mee ngs take place at the
Fountain City Hall, 116 South Main Street in Fountain.
The Technical Advisory Commi ee (TAC) meets at 1 p.m., the ﬁrst Wednesday of each month. (TAC technical experts appointed by the District Board to provide recommenda ons regarding public policy
or expenditure of funds for the beneﬁt of the watershed and to carry on technical and other
inves ga ons of all kinds.)
h ps://www.fountain-crk.org/about/technical-advisory-commi ee/
The Ci zen’s Advisory Group (CAG) meets at 9:30 a.m., the second Friday of each month.
(CAG - ci zens who are appointed by the District Board to represent interests iden ﬁed within the
watershed and to consult with and oﬀer advice to the Board on managing the
watershed.) h ps://www.fountain-crk.org/about/ci zens-advisory-group/)
The District Board meets at 1 p.m., the fourth Friday of each month.
The District Board consists of representa ves from pueblo County, El Paso County, City of Pueblo, City
of Colorado Springs, City of Fountain, and others as deﬁned by statute
h ps://www.fountain-crk.org/about/district-board/
A Monetary Mi ga on Fund mee ng to discuss and priori ze mi ga on projects by the Fountain
Creek Watershed Flood Control and Greenway District takes place 10 a.m. -noon, the third Tuesday
of the month at Public Works, 33601 East United Avenue in Pueblo.
The District is governed by nine Directors who serve two-year terms on the Board of Directors.
Board Chair, Longinos Gonzalez Jr., El
Paso County Commissioner

Richard Skorman, City Council
President, City of Colorado Spring

Terry Hart, Pueblo County
Commissioner
Greg Lauer, City Council Member-atLarge, City of Fountain
Mayor Pro Tem Nancy Fortuin, City of
Manitou Springs Ward 2 represen ng
Small Municipali es

Larry Atencio, City Council District 2 City
of Pueblo
Leroy Mauch, Lower Arkansas Valley
Conservancy District
Jane Rhodes, Pueblo County Ci zen-atlarge
Irene Kornelly, District Ci zens Advisory
Group

Fountain Creek Watershed, Flood and Greenway District
Phone: 719-447-5012
Email: fountainckdist@aol.com
Website: www.fountain-crk.org
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