The District's work, through a collabora ve
eﬀort between many organiza ons, focuses on
protec ng, preserving and enhancing our
waterways for the beneﬁt of ci zens and our
na onal habitat throughout the region for
today and future genera ons. We care about
clean and safe waterways, water quality, and
enhancing the ability to ﬁsh and recreate in our
waterways for improved quality of life for all.
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Fountain Creek Watershed Up Close and Personal

Seeing is believing! More than 25 District representa ves and partners toured seven projects between
Colorado Springs and Pueblo May 31 to see the results of work done by the District in its goal to
provide clean, safe and quality waterways and greenways for the ci zens in our region. Guided by
District Execu ve Director Larry Small, par cipants received an up-close look and detailed informa on
about projects in progress and those that have been completed. It’s important work, given the high
amount of snowmelt and runoﬀ this year, and the late May snowstorm in our region that increased
the waterﬂow in Fountain Creek. In the Pikes Peak Region, we care very deeply about our water, not
only for ﬂood mi ga on and erosion but for water quality, wildlife habitat and recrea on.
Mark Shea, Watershed Planning Supervisor
represen ng Colorado Springs U li es, began the
tour by saying, “We have so much beau ful nature
in our watershed, part of which isn’t accessible, so
we are working hard to make it possible for all to
enjoy.”
The tour featured projects determined by a WARSSS
(Watershed Assessment of River Stability and
Sediment Supply) Assessment, a study that
iden ﬁes and priori zes vital projects the District
leads. The WARSSS was developed by Dr. David L. Rosgen and is a mul disciplinary study to rate and
understand the stability of equilibrium within a watershed and its stream systems. The study blends
hydrology, geomorphology, geology and even soil and plant sciences to measure and understand

system stability and how sediment is transported. The WARSSS Assessment was conducted from
Colorado Springs to the Arkansas River. It covered more than 102 miles of creek bank, resul ng in 215
issues found and then priori zed for improvement.
Just like a meandering stream, the tour started in El Paso County and worked its way down to Pueblo
County, including the Hanson Trail, the Masciantonio Property, Piñon Bridge, Overton Road, Barr Farm
Phase I and the Highway 47 Bank Restora on Project.
Masciantonio Trust Bank Restora on: completed in 2018
Piñon Bridge Project: nearing comple on
Barr Farm Channel Restora on Phase 1 Project: currently under construc on
Highway 47 Bank Restora on Project: completed in November 2018 in Pueblo
READ THE FULL ARTICLE AND SEE MORE PHOTOS from the tour.
If you are interested in signing up for future tours of the Fountain Creek Corridor, contact: District
Execu ve Director, Larry Small: fountainckdist@aol.com

Meet the District’s Summer Intern
Maitland Robinson is a summer Public Interest Fellow through
Colorado College for the Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control
and Greenway District. He says he has “learned not only the
importance of protec ng and preserving our local watershed, but
also the importance of community outreach and educa on.” He
never realized the extent of me and eﬀort that goes into planning
an event like Creek Week. “I have learned diﬀerent modes of communica ng with diﬀerent audiences
– a skill I believe will suit me well in any future career.” Maitland is excited to see how this experience
will ﬁt into his future career path as he con nues his studies in environmental policy at Colorado
College.

District Facilitates Free Fishing Derby on Pikes Peak

On a beau ful Friday in June, 40 elementary
school students hopped on a bus and headed up
to South Catamount Reservoir on Pikes Peak.
They were greeted by the District’s Outreach
Coordinator, Colorado College Fellow, and 25
other partner/volunteers and introduced to the
joys (and challenges) of ﬁshing. Many of these
students had never been on the mountain
before, nor had they ever been ﬁshing. Colorado
Parks and Wildlife stocked the reservoir and
provided ﬁshing poles. Event Sponsors, BCER and Balfour, provided a grilled lunch and
prizes. Pikes Peak Highway waived fees, and Catamount Ins tute facilitated the youth
par cipa on. Prizes were awarded for: the ﬁrst ﬁsh caught by a boy; ﬁrst ﬁsh caught by
a girl; biggest, smallest and most ﬁsh caught. A majes c bald eagle was even spo ed

nearby! The many smiles, laughs and comments by the youth and adults alike were
posi ve and aﬃrmed the need to connect our ci zens of all ages to the beneﬁts of a
healthy watershed, and recrea on is a perfect way to do that. The District plans to
con nue this event each year. Interested in volunteering or sponsoring next year?
Email allischuch@gmail.com for more informa on

Fountain Creek Brewshed® Alliance
Let's raise a glass to clean water! The Fountain Creek
Brewshed® Alliance has 20 members, six partners, and
numerous ci zens working to connect communi es within
the Fountain Creek Watershed to the shared values of
healthy watersheds and locally made beer through
educa on and events. The District is coordina ng a number
of fundraisers and cleanups in the near future, so stay
tuned! Find out more about the water-beer connec on at
h p://www.fountain-crk.org/about/brewshed-alliance/.

Huge Westside Cleanup

Cleanup Registra on and Loca on Map
Safety instruc ons will be given at each loca on along with trash bags and gloves. Please bring a
water bo le, sunscreen and wear work boots or close toe shoes. If you have any ques ons, contact
Jerry Cordova at 719-385-5033.

Sustain A Fest – July 27 – Noon-7 p.m. – Volunteer today! You’re invited to
Sustain-A-Fest from noon to 7 p.m., Saturday, July 27 at Acacia Park, 115 East Pla e Avenue,
Colorado Springs. It’s a community celebra on of “Earth Day Every Day” with sustainability
exhibits & ac vi es, local food trucks, local vendors, live music, demonstra ons, and family
friendly ac vi es. The District is looking for volunteers to staﬀ the District's table for an hour
or two. Interested volunteers can contact Alli Schuch at creekweeksoco@gmail.com.

The 6th Annual Creek Week Cleanup takes place September 28 to October 6 across
the watershed and beyond! A Steering Commi ee is working now to place crews with sites ...if
you are interested in being a Crew Leader please provide your informa on here:
h ps://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Zpﬂ4t_OO7k7fqE1bCG3xMqlrhwQex1avos2Cqy8JVg/edit and the
commi ee will follow up. First come ﬁrst served - so pick your me, date, loca on as soon as
possible! We are also seeking cash and in-kind sponsorship support. Please consider a
dona on via our dona on bu on at www.fountaincreekweek.com

Partner Spotlight
As the City of Colorado Springs is working to catch
up on water improvement projects that were
neglected for many years nega vely impac ng
Fountain Creek, it further underscores the work
the district is doing with its many partners.
The District worked with the United States Geological Survey (USGS) on a Post Burn Water Quality
Sampling of Monument and Fountain Creeks in which the District provided $12,000 in funding and
USGS provided $6,000. The purpose of this project was to determine the impact on water quality in
Monument and Fountain Creeks from the Waldo Canyon and Black Forest ﬁres.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
There are several opportuni es to meet with Fountain Creek Watershed Flood Control and Greenway
District Commi ees each month. The public is welcome to a end. All mee ngs take place at the
Fountain City Hall, 116 South Main Street in Fountain.
The Technical Advisory Commi ee (TAC) meets at 1 p.m., the ﬁrst Wednesday of each month. (TAC technical experts appointed by the District Board to provide recommenda ons regarding public policy
or expenditure of funds for the beneﬁt of the watershed and to carry on technical and other
inves ga ons of all kinds.)
h ps://www.fountain-crk.org/about/technical-advisory-commi ee/
The Ci zen’s Advisory Group (CAG) meets at 9:30 a.m., the second Friday of each month.
(CAG - ci zens who are appointed by the District Board to represent interests iden ﬁed within the
watershed and to consult with and oﬀer advice to the Board on managing the
watershed.) h ps://www.fountain-crk.org/about/ci zens-advisory-group/)
The District Board meets at 1 p.m., the fourth Friday of each month.
The District Board consists of representa ves from pueblo County, El Paso County, City of Pueblo, City
of Colorado Springs, City of Fountain, and others as deﬁned by statute
h ps://www.fountain-crk.org/about/district-board/
A Monetary Mi ga on Fund mee ng to discuss and priori ze mi ga on projects by the Fountain
Creek Watershed Flood Control and Greenway District takes place 10 a.m. -noon, the third Tuesday
of the month at Public Works, 33601 East United Avenue in Pueblo.
The District is governed by nine Directors who serve two-year terms on the Board of Directors.
Board Chair, Longinos Gonzalez Jr., El
Paso County Commissioner
Terry Hart, Pueblo County
Commissioner
Greg Lauer, City Council Member-atLarge, City of Fountain
Mayor Pro Tem Nancy Fortuin, City of
Manitou Springs Ward 2 represen ng
Small Municipali es
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Richard Skorman, City Council
President, City of Colorado Spring
Larry Atencio, City Council District 2 City
of Pueblo
Leroy Mauch, Lower Arkansas Valley
Conservancy District
Jane Rhodes, Pueblo County Ci zen-atlarge
Irene Kornelly, District Ci zens Advisory
Group
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