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Seventh Annual Creek Week
September 26-October 4, 2020

What: A 9-day, watershed-wide litter & debris

collection event

Who: Service groups, neighborhood 

associations, scouts, schools, churches, 
and individuals

Why: Raise awareness about the Fountain 

Creek watershed, our water supply, the 
District, and the littering issue to make 
our communities cleaner, safer and
more beautiful

Fountain Creek Nature Center



Why Cleanups?



Watershed-Wide Benefits

❖Make a difference

❖Quick, fun, and easy, 1-2 hour commitment

❖Anyone can participate - all ages, demographics

❖Addresses a big issue that is an eyesore, safety issue,
contributes to flooding and impacts water quality

Promotes watershed collaboration

Anderson Family



We have many downstream neighbors 



Our impact is global…
The Great Pacific Ocean Trash 

Patches



Overcoming COVID Challenges 
➢ New language in volunteer waivers
➢ Updated Crew Leader training 

video
➢ Group sizes less than 25
➢ Provided hand sanitizer to all 

groups (thank you to the Axe and 
Oak Distillery!)

➢ Mask and social distancing
mandates

City of Manitou 
Springs

Goose Gossage Park



CREEK WEEK 2020 SUMMARY

25 Organizations Represented, 36 members

➢ Catamount Institute
➢ City of Colorado Springs Parks
➢ City of Colorado Springs

Water Resources Engineering
➢ City of Fountain
➢ City of Manitou Springs
➢ City of Pueblo Stormwater
➢ COS I Love You
➢ Colorado College
➢ Colorado Springs Utilities
➢ El Paso County Parks
➢ Evicore

➢ Fountain Creek Nature Center
➢ Fountain Creek Water Sentinels
➢ Fountain Creek Watershed District

⮚Friends of Ute Valley Park
⮚LexisNexis
⮚Pueblo County Extension
⮚Pueblo County Stormwater
⮚Pueblo Department of Public Health

and Environment
⮚Pikes Peak Group of the Sierra Club
⮚Trails and Open Space Coalition
⮚University of Colorado – Colorado 

Springs
⮚UpaDowna
⮚Individuals

Steering Committee
1,047 hours $26,625.00 value

Lexis
Nexis



Creek Week Champions ($2,000+)
Bloom Foundation
City of Colorado Springs Water Resources  

Engineering
City of Fountain
City of Pueblo Stormwater
Colorado Springs Utilities
El Paso County Parks
Fountain Creek Watershed District
Lowe’s
Matrix
Pikes Peak Community Foundation, Leopold

Foundation
Pueblo County Stormwater
Tezak

Debris Demolisher ($1,000-$1,999)
HBA/HBA Cares
Ocean Conservancy

Cash/In-Kind Sponsorships and Contributions
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Sponsorship and Contributions, Continued

Rubbish Remover ($500-$999)
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4imprint
Arkansas Basin PEPO
City of Colorado Springs Parks and

Recreation
Colorado College
Colorado Custom
Evicore
LexisNexis
NES
Pueblo Department of Public Health

and Environment
Techwares
Trails and Open Space Coalition
University of Colorado – Colorado 
Springs
Waste Management
Westervelt

Waste Wrangler ($100-$499)
Axe and Oak Distillery
Brues Alehouse
Catamount Institute
City of Manitou Springs
City of Pueblo Stormwater Utility
COS I Love You
Costco
Cultural Office of the Pikes Peak Region
Formstack
Forsgren Associates
Friends of Ute Valley Park
Goat Patch Brewing Co.
Home Depot
Individual Citizens
Pikes Peak Group, Rocky Mountain

Chapter of Sierra Club
Pikes Peak Outdoor Recreation Alliance
Pueblo County Extension
Purgatoire Watershed Partnership
Red Leg Brewing Co.
UpaDowna

12 Govt. entities, 22 
businesses, 11 nonprofits

42 repeat, 13 new





In Kind Donations
▪ Advertising
▪ Bags
▪ Buckets
▪ Gloves
▪ Water bottles
▪ Stickers
▪ Trash Grabbers
▪ Hand Sanitizer
▪ Event support, registration, mapping, website
▪ Food/drink for volunteers

More Sponsorship and Contributions

$21,225 cash + $16,330 in-kind = $37,555.00
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Susan Kircher and 
Friends

Team Todd P. Bear Creek Nature Center

Graeme Clouotte Crew

Woodland Park



Expenditures
$4,800 CC Fellow
$1,766 Newspaper ads
$1,413 5k Expenses
$1,400 Grabbers
$1,200          Sharps Containers
$950 Website Hosting
$700             Gloves
$684 Pet Waste Bags
$300 Printing, lamination
$245             Button Maker
$210              Spray Bottles
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Expenditures 
per volunteer

= $9.12

Palmer Lake

=$13,678

Runyon 
Lake



Event Promotion

Social Media

Banners

Newspaper Ads

Newsletter Articles

Email to past volunteers

Save the Date Cards

Community Calendars

30-second commercial

Hour-long KRDO interview

12 photo series in Gazette

5 news stories

Proclamations in all 8 
communities
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Year 7 Results:
Colorado Springs

1,095 people
1463 bags
65 Crews 

Fountain
182 people
298 bags
12 Crews 

Green Mountain Falls
10 people
120 bags
1 Crew

Manitou Springs
23 people
40 bags 
2 Crews

Monument
29 people

40 bags 
2 Crews

Palmer Lake
8 people

8 bags 
1 Crew

Pueblo
35 people

54 bags 
3 Crews

Trinidad
30 people

40 bags
1 Crew

Woodland Park
5 people
14 bags
1 Crew

1,422 citizens
88 crews

2,087 bags

10+ tons of litter 

and debris 
removed
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Matrix



Year 7 Results:
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Volunteers 1,422

x 2 hours average 2,844 hours

x $25.43/hour $72,322.92

Committee 

service time value
$26,625.21

Cash 

sponsorships
$21,225.00

in-kind sponsor 

value
$16,330.00

$136,503.13 Value of community service Creek Week 

provides in just 9 days

Fountain Creek Nature Center
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Year People Groups Tons
2014 625 42 6.8
2015 1,549 57 9.4
2016 2,217 70 14
2017 2,592 81 30
2018 2,791 99 24
2019 3,203 106 14
2020              1,422               88                    10

108.2+ TONS

Dragonfly - Monument CSU – Las Vegas Crew

Team UCCS



Strangest items found...
⮚ Multiple shopping carts

⮚A typewriter

⮚Hood to a Smart Car

⮚Dentures

⮚A suitcase

⮚Snakeskin

⮚Deer and raccoon carcasses

⮚Cat collar

⮚Walkie-talkie
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City of Fountain

GS Troop #42733

PikeRide
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NEW: DATA COLLECTION TOOLS

➢ International Coastal 
Cleanup: Clean Swell App

➢ iNaturalist App
El Paso County

➢ 447 Observations
➢ 211 Species recorded
➢ 133 Observers

Pueblo County
➢ 112 Observations
➢ 76 species recorded
➢ 25 Observers



‘Run up to the Creek’ Virtual 5K
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47 Participants
4 Breweries
Finisher’s Medal
CW Buff
Social Media contest
Encouraged “plogging”

Generated $350 towards 
outreach

Samantha B.

Jenna Gallas Family

Arlene K. Amy B.

Allen, Sarah, and Carla
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⮚ Collaboration with Fountain Creek Watershed District, the 
Cultural Office of the Pikes Peak Region, Pikes Peak 
Outdoor Recreation Alliance, Concrete Couch, PikeRide, 
Downtown Partnership, and Waste Management

⮚ Volunteer crews fill letters with trash
⮚ On display along Cimarron Street during October – Arts 

Month

Pikes Peak Litter Letter Project – 3rd Year!
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Fishing Derby at 
Anticline Pond 
at Lake Pueblo 

State Park
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NEW: Sondermann Park Forest Health Project

Diversified Property Management

➢3 workdays
➢41 volunteers, 164 

hours
➢3 acres treated, over

3,300 non-native trees 
removed

➢UCCS study initiated



Fountain Creek Brewshed® Alliance

➢ 25 Member Breweries/Tap Houses

➢ Storybook and Local Relic hosted 
fundraisers during Creek Week

➢ Storybook, Peaks n Pines hosted 
cleanups

➢ Virtual Liquid Lectures
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Storybook Brewing Company



Special Mention: Manitou Springs Elementary School
Storm Drain Chalk Art

➢ Participation by all grades
➢ 2nd graders received Zoom educational lesson “Stormwater Soup”
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Creek Crews

Peaks n Pines Brewing Co.
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Christine + Friends

Girl Scout Troop 42733

Anna + Friends
Catamount Outdoor School

GE Johnson Accounting Team



Creek Crew Kids!
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Thank You

Questions, comments: allischuch@gmail.com

Save the Date:
SEPTEMBER 25 - OCTOBER 3, 2021
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Cross Creek Park

Bear Creek Park

Team PPA

mailto:allischuch@gmail.com

